




timeline
2007 
• Special Needs Online Resource Guide developed. 
• In September, JFS Alexander Institute for Jewish Families with

  Special Needs is launched. 
• A Special Needs Questionnaire was developed which sought 
  data regarding the issues and number of individuals who 
  might benefit from the programs contemplated by the 
  Alexander Institute.  With the cooperation of the Houston 
  Rabbinic Association and congregational rabbis, these 
  were distributed by Houston-area congregations to 
  everyone attending High Holiday services.
• Employment Task Force members begin visiting other programs 
  to research services models.

2008
• MainStreet Opportunities, a customized employment 
  program, begins. 
• Need for structured employment program identified. 
• Working committee established.
• Joan Alexander Shehecheyanu Fund established to 
  launch structured employment program and provide accessible 
  van for the JFS Alexander Institute. 
• Signed contract with New Living to package eco-friendly products.

2009
• The perfect space for Celebration Company was obtained, but 
  it needed major improvements.  With the generous support 
  of donors and community leaders, the space was re-designed 
  and furnished.
• Interviews with potential participants and their families began. 
• By early July, the Celebration Company center was completed 
  and ready for occupancy. 
• Also in July, nine participants signed contracts with 
  Celebration Company, becoming the “freshman class” 
  of Celebration Company. 

• August 4 was the opening day of Celebration Company 
• In less than four weeks, the first products, Rosh Hashanah 
  gift boxes, were created and marketed. They were completely 
  sold out.
• In the fall, three additional participants joined, making a total 
  group of 12 participants. 
• A fitness component was added through a collaboration with 
  the Jewish Community Center.
• Shabbat lunches and holiday celebrations became a part of 
  regular programming. 
• By December 2009, 10,000 Hanukah candles and 200 gift 
  boxes had been produced and Celebration Company products 
  sold out again. 

2010
• Product Development Sub-committee was established to 
  research and explore new products and competitive pricing.
• Signed contract with Three Brothers Bakery.
• Production began for Rosh Hashanah, Hanukkah and 
  Shabbat products.
• During the first year, the staff and volunteers saw 
  remarkable improvements in the attitudes, functions and lives 
  of participants. Participants  eagerly anticipate their time 
  at Celebration Company, take pride in their work and value 
  their experiences there.













A Shehecheyanu moment: All aboard!











“Now that I am at Celebration Company, I have friends. They are nice, 
they are always there for me.” Kim













“The people at Celebration Company are not just my friends, they are my family.” 
Melissa



“It makes me feel happy to know that people are going to use the gifts we 
make in their homes and with their families.” Melissa









“Celebration Company provides both a useful gift to you and the gift of usefulness 
to our participants.” 












