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The Jewish Chaplaincy Program, a partnership of Jewish 
Family Service and the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Houston, now has the funding it needs to continue through 
2021, thanks to generous gifts from Velva G. & H. Fred Levine 
and Dolores Wilkenfeld of a combined $1.5 million.
	 Founded in 1965, the program provides a lay chaplain 
and volunteer visitors to Jewish patients at several Houston 
hospitals. A corps of 21 volunteers help make patients and 
their families feel welcome through warm, caring visits and 
by providing Shabbat and holiday gifts, encouraging messages 
and other items.
	 “The community’s Jewish Chaplaincy Program is one of the 
jewels in the crown of our city. We are indebted to Velva and 
Fred and Dolores for ensuring that service to Jewish patients 
and their families will continue to flourish,” said JFS CEO 

Linda Burger. “There are no words to adequately express our appreciation.”
	 “The Chaplaincy Program is a vital activity of our community in providing care and solace to residents and 
non-residents when they have been hospitalized,” said Federation Board Chair Leonard Goldstein. “This gracious 
gift by Velva and Fred Levine and Dolores Wilkenfeld will guarantee the community can provide this service for a 
number of years. We all owe them a deep debt of gratitude for their wonderful contribution to our community.”
	 “The Chaplaincy Program provides comfort and strength to members of our community during their most 
vulnerable times and it has too long been without a stable funding source,” said Federation President & CEO Lee 
Wunsch. “The tremendous generosity of Velva G. & H. Fred Levine and Dolores Wilkenfeld will allow this program 
to continue for the next 10 years, allowing us time to raise the funds to support it in perpetuity.”
	 Wilkenfeld, one of the founders of the program, said she was inspired by the Levines’ generosity to make her 
gift. “I feel very blessed that I am able to do this,” Wilkenfeld said.   “We hope our gifts will motivate and inspire 

 
A special gift by Velva G. and 
H. Fred Levine and Dolores 

Wilkenfeld, through a partnership 
of Jewish Family Service and 

the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Houston, has funded the Jewish 

Chaplaincy Program for the next 
decade. Elated with the gift are 
(l to r) Hope Lipnick, Leonard 
Goldstein, Dolores Wilkenfeld, 

Fred and Velva Levine, Lee 
Wunsch and Linda Burger.

(continued on page 2)

Special Gift of $1.5 Million Ensures
Continuation of Chaplaincy Program for 10 Years

A Community in Concert

     Reel Hope...A Night
                at the Movies

(continued on page 4)

	 Benjamin Warren, the  Joan Alexander Chesed
Award recipient, will be honored during the Jewish Family Service
annual Reel Hope…A Night at the Movies event on Sunday,
March 27, 2011. 
	 “We are very excited to be able to present the prestigious
Chesed award to a member of our community who is so attuned to
the needs of those here and abroad. A Community in Concert will
reflect Benjamin’s vision and passion for his fellow man which
clearly epitomize the true meaning of chesed: loving kindness and 
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	 One year into my 
presidency and there 
is a lot on my mind. 
We started the year 
reviewing strategic 
goals for the agency 
and looking ahead 
to the next five years. 
That review process 
reminded us of the 
importance of helping 
to provide  a safety net for the community and, 
with your help, the help of United Way and the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Houston,  we 
have been doing just that. 
 	 Lives have changed.  This past year, the 
work of JFS staff and volunteers has directly 
impacted 15,000 individuals and families. JFS  
made a difference  by providing basic financial 
assistance to families in need and  by helping 
individuals find jobs. We have continued 
offering confidential counseling to families 
and children during these difficult times.  We  
have provided Jewish Chaplaincy services to 
Texas Medical Center hospital patients.  We 
have worked with individuals and families to 
ease the burdens that often accompany the 
aging process, including loss of independence 
due to physical or economic changes. JFS 
professionals and volunteers have worked 
with adults with disabilities, enhancing life and 
social skills and providing work opportunities.    
Our professional staff continues to lead the 
community on issues like advocacy, mental 
health, inclusion of people with disabilities, 
bullying and continuing professional 
development. 
 	 These are all great accomplishments, 
but my vision for JFS includes more. We need 
to make sure that senior members of our 
community know that they are not alone and 
that our community cares. We need to continue 
to offer services to those seniors who want to 
stay in their homes and remain independent. 
Resources for senior adult services are not 
growing as quickly as the needs of this deserving 
population.  My wish list includes establishing 
a network of pro-bono medical  and legal 
providers so that those without resources have 
access to quality professional care  something 
vital in today’s society. I imagine establishing a 
community residential facility for Jewish adults 
with disabilities so that they, with supportive 
services, can live more independently. Finally, 
I would like to see our agency update to more 
current technology so that our professionals 
can continue and expand their great work with 
greater ease and efficiency.  
 	 No report to you would be complete 
without a note on the new allocation process 
at the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston. 
As I write this, we are learning about a new 
process by which agencies like JFS will work 
with the Federation. We are optimistic that 
proposed changes will help JFS continue its 
mission to provide Light, Hope and Help to 
families in our community. During this time of 
transition, I pledge that we will work tirelessly 
to ensure that the essential services necessary 
to provide a safety net for our community will 
continue.   Thanks to each of you for the help 
you have provided during this last year, and 
may we continue  - together - to make a positive 
difference in the lives of the most vulnerable of 
our community. 
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Eric Mayer, President, Board of Directors
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$1.5 Million Gift (continued from page 1) 

other people to provide support and, hopefully, extend 
the length and quality of the program,” Wilkenfeld 
added.
	 Velva Levine said she knows how important 
the Chaplaincy Program is as she has experienced it 
firsthand.  “When I was in the hospital last year, I loved 
the visits and the Shabbat Box. I’ve also had several 
friends come into town, and they just rave about the 
Chaplaincy Program and what it did for them. No other 
community does it the way we do,” she said.
	 “This is one of the best things our city does, and 
we’re more than thrilled to be able to join with Dolores 
to support it,” Fred Levine said.
	 Livingston Kosberg, who has helped provide and 
raise funds to keep the program going for the past 
three years, said, “I’ve always maintained an interest 
in the Chaplaincy Program succeeding and I am really 
pleased that Velva and Fred Levine and Dolores 
Wilkenfeld stepped up. Hopefully, in the next 10 years 
there will be other means of support, which will allow 
the program to continue well beyond that timeframe.”
	 The program began as a way to comfort Jewish 
patients who traveled to Houston for treatment in 
the Texas Medical Center, but did not have friends 
or family here. At first, it was mainly for patients who 
went to St. Luke’s Episcopal and Methodist Hospitals 
to see cardiac surgeons Drs. Denton Cooley and 
Michael DeBakey.
	 Wilkenfeld and Betty Klein z”l, both Emanu El 
congregants, approached the Federation, known 
then as the Jewish Community Council, to set up a 
Hospital Visitation Committee as a community-wide 
volunteer group.  This program evolved into the Jewish 
Chaplaincy Program which continued for many years 
with a part-time rabbi and volunteers. 
	 Approximately 10 years ago, with an increased 
demand for services at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, 
Hope Lipnick, MA, LPC, CHTP, who trained at 
Anderson, was engaged as a Jewish chaplain overseeing 
the program that operated through Jewish Family 
Service.  In recent years, the Chaplaincy Program has 
added Hospice spiritual care to the program 
	 The Jewish Chaplaincy Program is officially 

designated as the provider of Jewish spiritual care 
at M.D. Anderson and several other area hospitals. 
Lipnick is the Jewish Denominational Coordinator 
at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and Director of the 
Jewish Chaplaincy Program. 
	 “The primary purpose is to provide empathetic 
listening, emotional and spiritual support, 
encouragement and hope during a time of stress, 
change or crisis…not only for the patient, but for 
family members as well,” Lipnick said.  In addition, 

patients and their families are connected to community 
resources for their particular needs during treatment 
and afterwards. Working with other departments at 
Jewish Family Service, they may receive counseling 
or advice regarding various aspects of their recovery 
process.
	 For additional information about the Chaplaincy 
Program, see “Volunteer Stars” article below.
	 To request Jewish Chaplaincy or Hospice Services, 
please contact Tammi Altshuler at Jewish Family 
Service, 713-667-9336  or taltshuler@jfshouston.org
 	 For more information on the Chaplaincy Program 
or to make a gift, please contact Federation President 
& CEO Lee Wunsch at 713-729-7000 x303 or 
bbratter@houstonjewish.org.
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Rae Gerson (l) shares with Hope Lipnick some personal 
reflections as one of the first hospital volunteers in 1965.  
Rae continues to serve as a JFS Jewish Chaplaincy 
Volunteer  at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center.

Our Jewish Chaplaincy Volunteer STARS perform
Bikkur Cholim…the mitzvah of visiting the sick
	 Decades after Jewish community volunteers began a hospital visitation program, patients continue to 
offer testimonials explaining how meaningful these visits are…

	 “Every Shabbat I lit candles with my mother, but had not been able to do so since being 
hospitalized in a city far from home. When Dan Trachtenberg brought me the Shabbat 
Box and the electric candle sticks, I called my mother. She had already lit her own candles, 
but she said the prayer with me while I lit mine. We both cried…thank you for your 
thoughtfulness.”  – Anonymous patient

	 This M.D. Anderson Cancer Center patient was one of the many recipients
of JFS Shabbat Boxes delivered by Dan Trachtenberg.  Decorated by teen
and adult volunteers, and filled with challah rolls donated by Three
Brothers Bakery, Kedem grape juice provided at a discount by Belden’s

(continued on page 8)
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Linda L. Burger, Chief Executive Officer

EXECUTIVE

PERSPECTIVE

	 I had a really 
hard time writing my 
column this time, and 
I couldn’t understand 
why. I discovered 
that one reason for 
my struggle was that 
there was too much 
to tell you – too 
much happening at 
Jewish Family Service,
and everything was important!
	 All of our departments are busy almost 
beyond capacity. Although that it is a good 
thing, it also means that people in our 
community are hurting and are turning to 
JFS for help. One person recently sent me 
the following note: “I cannot imagine how 
lonely a place this world would be for so many 
members of our community, me included, 
without JFS.” As JFS turns ninety-eight 
years old in 2011, the agency is well-placed 
and well-seasoned to provide that support. 
	 Internally, we are repositioning some 
of our departments to better serve the 
community. In September, 2006, the vision 
and generosity of the Stanford and Joan 
Alexander Foundation, in collaboration with 
the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston, 
provided funding support that enabled JFS to 
create the JFS Alexander Institute for Jewish 
People with Special Needs. Now, but four years 
later, the JFS family of services has a complete 
Department of Disability Services of which 
the JFS Alexander Institute was the catalyst. 
	 This change reflects the commitment 
by the JFS board that service to families 
with disabilities in our community is core 
to our mission. The JFS Alexander Institute 
will remain within the Disability Services 
Department as a convener of Jewish 
community service providers; as a place 
where new ideas can be incubated and 
piloted; and, as a national model for Jewish 
services and programs for this population.
	 The economy continues to challenge 
families in our community. With appreciation 
to the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston 
and its Emergency Assistance Fund, JFS 
has provided more than 13,000 hours of 
employment training, programs and placement.
	 This issue of Mishpacha is replete 
with examples of how JFS staff, leadership, 
volunteers and donors help individuals and 
families seeking new beginnings. Whether it is 
an individual or a family starting over; an adult 
child helping an aging parent begin a new 
phase of life; a young adult with a disability 
transitioning from high school looking for 
meaningful employment or a social life; a 
volunteer seeking to make a difference; a 
patient looking for encouragement and hope; 
donors strengthening and shaping the future; 
or leaders navigating the agency through 
uncertain times, JFS is present and committed. 
Elie Wiesel said, “When God created us, God 
gave Adam a secret--and that secret was 
not how to begin, but how to begin again.” 
	 The statement applies to everything 
that happens at Jewish Family Service, and it 
reminds me that all of us have the capacity to 
begin again. Thank you for joining us in this 
sacred responsibility to care: one for the other.

	 Jewish Family Service will be an active participant 
at Yom Limmud 2011, the 17th annual Day of Learning 
sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Houston’s Bureau of Jewish Learning, on Sunday, 
February 20, 2011, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
	 Project Shalom will be selling hand
crafted Judaica objects and other items.
	 Celebration Company will be selling 

JFS and YOM LIMMUD 2011

  
What is Inclusion?  
Beyond accessibility and
accommodation,  beyond ramps
and modifications lies Inclusion: a personal and organizational commitment 
to see beyond the visible, to create a culture of welcoming, to remember 
that not all disabilities are visible and that reaching out is also reaching in.

Even Moses Needed a Voice: Talking the Talk and 
Walking the Walk
So, why did God choose a man with a serious speech 
impediment to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and journey 
in the wilderness for forty years? An interactive session on 
what we – individually and collectively - can do to create 
a culture of inclusion in youth groups and teen programs, 
welcoming teens with disabilities into a broader Jewish 
world.     
A session for teens, youth group advisors and educators.  
Open to all. 
 
The Tachlis of Inclusion: Moving From 
Invisibility to Visibly IN.   Firmly based in Jewish 
values, we strive to be warm and welcoming organizations.  
Are we perceived that way “from the outside?”  Are we 

missing anyone who might wish to join us? How can 
we better “welcome everyone with joy”? 
(Pirke Avot 1:15)
Designed for congregational, educational and 
agency professional, clergy and lay leaders.  Open 
to all who want to know more about how to build 
a more inclusive Houston Jewish community. 
 
Journey of Hope: Few of us ever plan to parent 
or care for a loved one with disabilities. Learn 
how understanding your own needs and stages 
of adaptation give meaning to this journey and 
can translate into better relationships with those 
around you, and stronger collaborations with the 
professionals in your loved one’s life. 
For anyone who has a loved one with a disability.

                           Inclusion is as Inclusion Does
Shelly Christensen, MA, nationally acclaimed inclusion specialist and author of  the comprehensive Jewish
Community Guide to Inclusion of People with Disabilities, will conduct several interactive sessions at Yom Limmud
2011 (Sunday, February 20, 2011, 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., Congregation Emanu El, 1500 Sunset Blvd., Houston).  

hand-rolled beeswax Shabbat candles and hand-
made art and photo cards.
	 A  supervised learning program for children 
with disabilities will be offered during morning and 
afternoon sessions.  Cost:  $5. per child per session.  
Pre-registration is required.  Contact:  Diane 
Brezner, BJE, 713-729-7000 or
dbrezner@houstonjewish.org 

Inclusion is IN

Members of the JFS Alexander 
Institute Advisory Board gather 
to celebrate the transition of the 
Institute into the JFS Department 
of Disability Services.  Pictured are: 
(seated l-r) Carol Goldberg, Sandi 
Greenstone, Dr. Ruth Strudler, 
Stephen Rosenbloom, Project 
Director Marni Litvack and 
Program Assistant Esther Polland. 
(standing, l-r) Albert Krafcheck, 
Richard Kammerman, Karol 
Musher, Joan Alexander, Sandra 
Block, JFS CEO Linda Burger,
Joy Kaplan
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I would like to join the Tribute Committee at the following level:

Hollywood Legend

Lead Conductor

Symphony Orchestra

Musician

Composer

Reel Hope

Conductor

First Violin

Supporter

 I would like to purchase individual tickets.

The electronic ad journal will be posted on the JFS website. 
Benjamin Warren and Joan Alexander will receive a bound 
copy of the journal. 

$1,800	 GOLD Message  (Full Page)		        	
		  	
$1,000	 SILVER MESSAGE  (Full Page)
	
$   500 	 BRONZE MESSAGE  (Full Page) 	

$   250	 JFS BLUE MESSAGE  (Half Page)
				    		
$   180 	 GREEN MESSAGE  (Quarter Page)
   	
$     72 	 MazEl Tov MESSAGE  (Up to three lines)

Submit your message no later ;than March 18, 2011.
email to:  bhorowitz@jfshouston.org

Electronic Tribute Journal

Reel Hope Honors Benjamin Warren (continued from page 1) 

Reel Hope...A Night at the Movies Chairs (l to r)
Elyse Kalmans, Donald Freedman and Martha 
Freedman. Not pictured is Lewis Kalmans.

2011 Reel Hope Finance Committee members: 
(Back row, l-r) Elyse Kalmans, Martha 
Freedman, Stephen Loeb, Barbie Horowitz 
(Event Coordinator), Rachel Davis (JFS 
Chief Development Officer), Co-chair Irving 
Pozmantier.  (Front row, l-r) Co-chair Jacob 
Leon, Donald Freedman, Honoree Benjamin 
Warren, and David Spolane.  Committee members 
not pictured are: Lynne Aronoff, David Barish, 
Sarah Braham, William Goldberg, Patti Kagan, 
Eric Mayer, Ellen Penner, Larry Reader, Russ 
Robinson, Steve Robinson, Michael Rubenstein, 
Ambassador Arthur Schechter, Dave Solomon, 
Gary Stein and Naomi Warren.

                    Be a Part of the Community in Concert
at Reel Hope...a Night at the Movies

 
Name

Address

City                                                            ST.              Zip

(W) Phone                                          (H) Phone

Email

Total Enclosed $

Please make checks payable to Jewish Family Service

 $50,000    	 12 tickets
		  Star-Studded Full Page Ad
		  Logo on Invitation, Logo on JFS website
		  and all 2011 materials, Reserved Seating 

	 $20,000    	 12 tickets

	$2,000  	 ticket - # ______
		  Platinum Full Page Ad
	  	 Reserved Seating

	$10,000    	 12 tickets

	$1,000 	 ticket - # ______
		  Gold Full Page Ad
		  Reserved Seating

	$5,000	 10 tickets
		  Silver Full Page Ad
		  Reserved Seating

	$2,500    	 8 tickets
		  Blue Star Full Page Ad
	  	 Reserved Seating

  $500 	       ticket - # ______
                          Half Page ad, Reserved Seating	

  $250          ticket  - # ______
                      Quarter Page ad, General Admission

   
compassion, giving 
beyond mitzvah 
in service to our 
people. An active 
leader in many 
Jewish community 
organizations, 
Benjamin embodies 
the values of Kol 
Yisrael arevim zeh 
l’zeh—all Jews are 
responsible for 
one another,” said 
Eric Mayer, Jewish 
Family Service President.
	 “The 2011 Reel Hope Chairs are Martha 
& Donald Freedman and Elyse & Lewis 
Kalmans. Serving as the Honorary Host 
Committee Co-Chairs are Joan and Stanford 
Alexander, Velva and Fred Levine, Paula 
and Irving Pozmantier, and Naomi Warren, 
Benjamin’s mother. What a great group to be 
working with for this Night at the Movies,” 
concluded Mayer.
	 For years, Warren has devoted much of 
his energy as an active supporter and leader 
of many charitable organizations and causes 
in Houston and Israel.  Locally, he serves 
on the Executive Committee and Board of 
Directors of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Houston and the Houston Jewish Community 
Foundation, the Boards of Directors of 
Holocaust Museum Houston and the 
Houston Jewish Family Foundation.  Warren 
has served as the Houston Federation’s Chair 
of the Annual Campaign, and as Vice Chair 
of the United Jewish Campaign’s National 
Campaign. 
	 His passion for the State of Israel and 
its people is evident through his activities 
and involvement which include serving on 
the Boards of the Texas Region - American 
Associates Ben Gurion University of the 
Negev, the Leo Baeck Education Center in 
Haifa and the Leo Baeck Education Center 
Foundation. Most recently, he was involved 
with the production of Kaddish, I Am Here, a 
moving, original symphonic work performed 
by the Houston Symphony and chorus in 
partnership with the Holocaust Museum 
Houston. Chronicling the experiences of 
16 Holocaust survivors, the presentation 
featured four Houston survivors.  He also 
worked closely with Kipp Academy to 
make the production a part of the students’ 
experience and continues to explore ways to 
take the work to national and international 
audiences. 
	 “With the theme of the event being A 
Community in Concert, Reel Hope…A Night 
at the Movies, it reflects my vision of creating 

a community that works together for the 
common good. My vision is also in concert 
with the way in which Jewish Family Service 
operates as a loving safety net for thousands 
of people. I am so honored to have my name 
associated with the award’s namesake, Joan 
Alexander, as well as with the past recipients 
of this Chesed award: Frances Friedman, 
Sidney (z”l) and Irving Pozmantier, Linda 

Susman, Shirley Toomim, Dan Trachtenberg, 
Linda and Rabbi Roy Walter, and Dolores 
Wilkenfeld, ” reflected Warren. 
	 The event will be a casual evening 
featuring the presentation of the Chesed 
Award, a kosher deli-delicious box supper 
from Kenny and Ziggy’s and the viewing 
of the motion picture, The Concert.  The 
movie presents the story of a former Bolshoi 
Orchestra conductor who was fired 30 years 

(continued on page 5)
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Touching the lives of 15,000 people 
	 this past year...

...one person at a time.

4,800 counseling sessions and mental health assessments 

were provided. 600 cases were managed for the most fragile 

seniors. 13,000 hours of employment training, programs and 

placement were provided.  45 Holocaust survivors 

received assistance. 695 hospital patients received 4,075 chaplaincy 

visits.  270 volunteers gave 6,030 hours of service. 

422 individuals were helped with employment. 65 adults 
with disabilities were given access to jobs or job counseling. 

1,660 hours of social group involvement were provided for 

adults with disabilities. 18,490 face-to-face or phone interviews were 

provided to senior adults or their family members to help seniors 

lead independent lives. 1,020 children, teenagers and adults 

received education and consultation services. 63 families were 

supported through hospice care. 807 people were helped with 

Passover assistance. 

       

JFS is able to provide services to our Jewish community 
because those who can do so set a portion aside to ensure 
that we have the resources to care for those who need 
help. To donate, please use enclosed envelope. Call JFS at
713.667.9336 or visit our website at www.jfshouston.org

ago for refusing to fire Jewish musicians. Now a cleaning man at the Bolshoi, 
he learns of an invitation for the orchestra to perform in Paris and undertakes 
a plan to construct a “rogue orchestra” of those former musicians to stand 
in for the official group. “This annual event supports critical JFS ongoing 
programs and services,” said Donald Freedman, Reel Hope Chair. “Martha and 
I, and Elyse and Lewis, invite you to join us for this wonderful evening.” 
	 The community is invited to honor Benjamin and support Jewish 

Family Service by joining at the Tribute Level and attending the event or by 
purchasing ads in the electronic tribute journal.  All tribute level sponsors 
will have reserved seating and receive a full-page ad in the electronic tribute 
journal. A hard copy of the journal will be presented to Benjamin as a 
memento. 
	 For more information, see www.jfshouston.org or contact Rachel Davis at 
JFS, 713.667.9336 ext. 213 or rdavis@jfshouston.org. 

Reel Hope (continued from page 4) 
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Employment
Services Continues
Assistance to
Displaced Professionals
 	 “There are not enough hours in a day to assist those seeking employment during this 
economic downturn,” reports Elyse Spector Kalmans, JFS Employment Services Coordinator.   
Kalmans came to JFS in November 2009 as part of a grant from the Economic Assistance Fund 
created by the Jewish Federation of Greater Houston and many donors in the community who 
recognized the need for assistance during these difficult times.
	 Kalmans has been successful in placing highly skilled professionals who lost their jobs due 
to corporate downsizing.  From November 2009 to October 2010, she received resumes and had 
personal contact with over 250 such professionals.  Because of hundreds of networking referrals 
and the assistance of many interested community and business leaders, 62 found new positions
in 2010.
	 “We are particularly proud of the continued collaboration with Career and Recovery 
Resources, Inc., a United Way Agency, whose primary focus is job skills training and vocational 
counseling. The combined efforts of the JFS Employment Services Program and Career and 
Recovery Resources help a broad spectrum of clients with their job searches. Additionally, 
leveraging relationships in the corporate world has brought many job openings directly to JFS’ 
clients,” explained Kalmans.
	 Kalmans, Linda Burger, JFS Chief Executive Officer, and Dr. Vernus Swisher, CEO of Career 
and Recovery, have met recently for the purposes of working more closely together and bringing 
more employment resources into Southwest Houston.   

Thank You

2011 JFS officers are:front row (l to r):Eric 
Mayer, President; Lynne Aronoff, Mark 
Brookner, and Greg Lewis, Vice Presidents; 
Second row (l to r): Debra Cohen, Asst. 
Secretary; Cheryl Levy, Secretary; Donald 
Freedman, Immediate Past President; and 
Back Row: Steve Robinson, Treasurer

 The JFS 98th Annual Meeting was held at Congregation Brith 
Shalom on Wednesday, January 19 with Drs. Judith and Harvey 
Rosenstock serving as Chairs. More than 175 guests enjoyed a dessert 
reception before the meeting commenced.

JFS 98th Annual Meeting Highlights

Sunni Markowitz, right, representing the 
Becker Family, presents the 2011 Shirley z”l 

and Allen Becker Leadership Award to Toby 
Brown, Volunteer Coordinator of the Jewish 
Chaplaincy Program. 

A highlight of the meeting included the presentation of plaques honoring Exemplars of 
Tzedakah. A plaque honoring A Large Measure of Tzedakah by Lillie and Dan Sterling z”l 

was accepted by(second and third from left)Daniel Dominguez and Jay Epstein, Trustees of 
The Sterling Family Foundation. Eric Mayer, JFS President, acknowledged their gifts. A Small 
Measure of Justice plaque honored the donations of The Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany and was accepted by (third from right) Julianna Peretz, Program Officer of 
the Claims Conference. Making the presentation for JFS were (first and second on right) Ruth 
Sherman and Leah Mueller, JFS Case Managers working with the Holocaust Survivors of the 
Greater Houston Area.  

Employment NEWS
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Senior Adult Services NEWS
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Leah Mueller (l) and Ruth Sherman (r) 
working with pro bono attorneys Ellyn 
Haikin Josef and Elizabeth Black Berry, 
as they begin processing of the Holocaust 
Survivors in the Ghetto Pension Project. 
For many years, Holocaust survivors 
needing special assistance as they aged 
have been expertly helped by Mueller 
and Sherman in a variety of ways, 
including accessing emergency funds 
from the Sterling Survivors Fund and The 
Conference on Material Claims against 
Germany and other resources.

	 Houston Holocaust survivors have received letters advising them of 
recent changes in German law regarding a pension for voluntary work 
performed in a ghetto.
	 With the assistance of JFS Senior Adult Department caseworkers 
Leah Mueller, LBSW and Ruth Sherman, LBSW,  two pro-bono 
attorneys—Ellyn Haikin Josef of Vinson & Elkins and Elizabeth Black 
Berry of Weil, Gotshal & Manges, LLP—began work on applications 
needed to be filed by Holocaust survivors under this new regulation.
	 Mueller explained the letter from the Holocaust Survivors Justice 
Network ZRBG Pension Project stated: As a result of changes in 
German law, Holocaust survivors who performed voluntary work in a 
ghetto may now be eligible to receive a pension from Germany for their 
ghetto work under a German statute called “ZRBG.” Moreover, those 
whose applications for a so-called “ghetto pension” under ZRBG were 
previously denied may now have their applications reexamined under 
liberalized criteria.
	 Mueller further noted, “If you are a widow or widower of a 
Holocaust survivor who had worked in a ghetto, you may be eligible to 
apply for widow(er)’s benefits.”
	 Both Mueller and Sherman had worked with the survivors and the 
two attorneys on a previous German compensation package for ghetto 
workers, offering assistance in filing claims applications. 
	 “We are working with the attorneys and notifying the survivors 
to contact us soon as they receive their letters. The application must be 
completed within three months of the date of receipt of the survivor’s 
letter. Jewish Family Service has notified Holocaust Museum Houston 
of the agency’s involvement in the processing of this new eligibility 
expansion in the German law,”  said Sherman.
	 For further information, contact either Mueller or Sherman at
 713-667-9336.   

Pictured (l to r) are:
Back Row: Ruth Sherman and Jackie Kudlaty, JFS Senior
Adult Services staff; Michelle Gottesman, Ruth Kurian, Jana
Rosenfelt, and Leah Mueller, Senior Adult Services
Department Coordinator.
     Middle Row: Parker Comensky, Maya Schlanger, Cayla
Gottesman, Gabriella Iaroslavitz, Aria Jochnau, Kayla Grodner,
Dina Malka Holzer, Maya Malev, Liv Rubenstein, Rachel Rosenberg    
   Front Row: Andrea Nurko, Kate De Leef, Janey Daniels, Leah Magid

	 Girl Scout Daisy Troop #21246 members 
presented their first Mitzvah Project to 
members of the JFS Senior Adult Services 
Department. Their gift included 14 bags 
filled with nourishing foods for Thanksgiving, 
holiday cards hand-made by each of the Daisy 
Scouts and personally decorated terra-cotta 
pots filled with a live plant for the Senior 
client. The Scouts worked with Belden’s 
Grocery Store, which donated all the kosher 
products for the Thanksgiving bags. The 
girls received notes from Senior Adult Staff 
members conveying how happy and pleased 
the recipients were to receive their gifts.   

Daisy Troop Brings Smiles

New Ruling For Ghetto Pensions Apply to Holocaust Survivors

Professional case managers at Jewish Family Service have decades of
experience in assisting individuals and their families. Four clinicians are

available to speak to community organizations at no charge.

We have a list of topics which can be tailored to fit your particular audience. Participants in the
workshops are eligible for two follow-up private sessions with clinicians at no charge.
To schedule a program or workshop, contact Adele Segel, Volunteer Program Coordinator,
ACSegel@aol.com or 713-582-3843

Underwritten by a grant from the Shirley and David Toomim Foundation
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Cindy Abrahams
Joan Alexander
Stanford Alexander
Andrew Alter
Lindsey Alter
Milton Altschuler M.D.
Gabe Aptekar
Judy Arfa
Ken Arfa M.D.
Alyssa Arnold
Lynne Aronoff
Phillip Aronoff
Amanda Atzil
Terri Barker
Emma Basen-Enquist
Baylor College of
    Medicine Physician
    Assistant Students
Alberto Bazbaz
BBYO 
Elena Bell
Bellaire High School
    Hebrew Club 
Mark Bergman
Elizabeth Black Berry
Annie Biondi

 Thank you to the volunteers who contributed over 6,000 hours of service 
to Jewish Family Service in many program and service areas from December l, 2009 to November 
1, 2010. JFS is grateful to The Simmons Foundation for a grant supporting our volunteer program, 
enabling expanded program services and meaningful volunteer service opportunities.

Yosef Bisk
Shelly Bleiweiss
Lynn Bliss
Sandra Block
Amanda Bloome
Fannette Blum
Anita Blustein
Laurie Boniuk
Paulette Bregman
Jennifer-Joy Bronk
Barbara Brookner
Lauren Brookner
Mark Brookner
Ariel Brown
Daniel Brown
Toby Brown
David Brownman
Melvin Buck
Andy Burger
Alyssa Campbell
Lew Coben
Nancy Coben
Debra Cohen
Hilary Cohen
Karen Collman
Congregation Beth

    Israel Mitzvah Day 
Congregation Beth
    Yeshurun 7th Grade 
Congregation Emanu
    El Mitzvah Day 
Alex Daily
Sophie Daily
Morris Dante
Jacob Davis
Myra Dobbs
Dee Dee Dochen
Alvin Edelstein M.D.
Marilynn Eisenberg
Emery Weiner School 
   Middle School Advisory
   Classes & Tikkun Olam Club
Lisa Estes
Denise Estrin
Julie Faerman
Linda Farber
Isaac Fein
Jordan Fein
Martin Fein
Kelli Cohen Fein M.D.
Marla Feldman
Steve Feldman

Sydney Florsheim
Aaron Fradkin M.D.
Kayla Frank
Renee Frederick
Donald Freedman
Marc Freedman
Martha Freedman
Jill Friedman
Gloria Garcia
Rae Gerson
Sharon Gerson
Jeanette Getz
Jody Gibson
Mara Gittess
Elaine Gladstone
Stevie Glombicki
Carol Goldberg
Adam Gollomp
Gabi Gollomp
Adrienne Golub
Becca Golub
Allie Goodfriend
Carol Goodfriend
Barry Goodfriend M.D.
Rabbi Dan Gordon
Neal Goren

Abbie Gottlieb
Isabel Graubart
Jenna Greenberg
Sandi Greenstone
Ranya Gruber
Rabbi Robert Haas
Sherry Hager
Barry Halpern
Sandy Halpern
Patti Hanfling
Harold Harris
Rachel Hecht
Olivia Heyman
Henry Hochman
Bonnie Hochstein
Adam Hoffman
Ari Hoffman
Yossi Hoffman
Lenny Holzband
Jake Horowitz
Molly Horowitz
Houston Community
    Service Club
Houston Congregation
    for Reform Judaism
    Mitzvah Day

over 6,000 hours
Karen Hurwitz
Lillie Hurwitz
Willie Isaacs
Winnie Isaacs
Nancy Israel
Jewish Federation of
    Greater Houston 
     Business & Professional
     Women’s Group
     Young Adult Division
Jewish Student Union
    Bellaire High School
Jewish Student Union
    HSPVA
Jewish Student Union
    Memorial High School
Jewish Student Union
    St. John’s School
Ellyn Haikin Josef
Harry Kagan
Nathan Kagan
Patti Kagan 
Matthew Kaiser
Kendall Kalmans
Richard Kammerman
Sharon Kammerman

Lauryn Kapiloff
Cindy Kaplan
David Kaplan
Jane Kaplan
Joy Kaplan
Josh Kasoff
Danielle Kaufman
Paula Kelman
Shoshana Kessler
Janelle Klein
Albert Krafcheck
Sydney Krantz
Eve Lapin
Sarah Laskin
Samantha Leder
Alex Lederman
Richard Leibman
Nadia Leibovitz
Barbara Leon
Nancy Lerner
Melissa Leva
Sylvia Levin
Fred Levine
Benjy Levit
Andi Levy
Cheryl Levy

JFS Chaplaincy Volunteers: Top row ( l to r): Toby 
Brown, Myra Dobbs; Third Row ( l to r) Alan Winters, 
Steffie Odle; Second Row (l to r) Lynn Bliss, Sylvia 
Levin; First Row ( l to r) Hope Lipnick, Tricia Rauch, 
and Rae Gerson. 

JFS Chaplaincy Volunteers:  Back row(l to r) Dan 
Trachtenberg, Barbara Schneidler, Teri Straus and Marc 
Freedman. Seated ( l to r)Carol Soroka, Sherry Hager, 
Lilly Lazarus and Celene Chasen. Not pictured are Cindy 
Abrahams, Alvin Edelstein, Sandy Van de Graff,
Marge Mayer, Shelly Zacharias, and Cindy Kaplan 

Volunteer STARS (continued from page 2)

Grocery Store, Shabbat prayers, candy and electric 
candles, these boxes bring a new tradition, the warmth 
and healing of Shabbat and a spiritual connection to the 
patients’ Houston “mishpacha.”
	 The 21 dedicated volunteer hospital visitors in 
the Houston Jewish Chaplaincy program strive “to 
provide emotional and spiritual support, hope and 
encouragement during times of change, stress and crisis 
for the patient and family members,” said  Hope Lipnick, 
MA, LPC, CHTP, Jewish Denominational Coordinator 
at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and Director of the 
Chaplaincy Program.  
   	 Steffie Odle, a five-year Chaplaincy 
volunteer, recalled times when she 
helped pack for families who had 

lost loved ones, “It is a difficult 
time. To know that someone is 
there to support and comfort 
them has deep and long lasting 
meaning. For me, as well as several other 
volunteers, these are long-time and very 
meaningful relationships.”
	 All volunteers are required to attend mandatory 
training and continuing education at their respective 
hospital sites, following the rules and regulations 
established by the volunteer departments. The volunteers 
are a vital link in the delivery of care and support for 
Jewish patients, providing a caring connection to the 
Houston Jewish community, prayer books, information, 
distribution of the weekly Jewish Herald-Voice and 
holiday gift bags. 
	 Rae Gerson has been visiting patients in the Texas 
Medical Center for 45 years, bringing her caring and 

compassionate words to patients, families and 
caregivers. Reflecting, Rae stated, “In all the 
years of volunteering as a hospital visitor, it’s 
never been a chore…it is ALWAYS a blessing 
to offer my services to those in the hospital.	
	 Marge Mayer, a ten-year M.D. Anderson 
volunteer, visits patients on Shabbat and 
remarks, “This is the highlight of MY week.”	
	 Toby Brown, JFS board member and 
Volunteer Coordinator for the Chaplaincy 
Program, works “behind the scene.”  Working 
with teens to assist them in their mitzvah 
projects, she sees the excitement of the 
youngsters as they create the colorful art work 
or prepare the Shabbat Boxes for delivery 

to the hospitals. Brown also coordinates the 
Adopt-a-Holidays project, Mitzvah Day gifts and 
individual gifts for those who are confined to the 
hospitals and need an extra bit of cheer.
	  “We continually receive notes expressing 
thanks or enjoyment from the visit of a 
Chaplaincy volunteer…we are truly doing a 
mitzvah for those in the hospital – and their 
families,” Brown said.
	 To become a Houston Jewish Chaplaincy 
Program volunteer, make a donation or 
participate in any of the Chaplaincy projects, 
contact Toby Brown at Jewish Family Service, 
713-667-9336, ext. 203 or tbrown@jfshouston.org.

 

Steffie Odle
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The Resh triplets, Brad, Danielle and Josh, 
created dozens of Shabbat boxes with colorful 
designs, quotes and jokes. These boxes, filled with 
challah rolls donated by Three Brothers Bakery, 
grape juice provided at a discount by Belden’s 
Grocery, candy and prayers, are delivered 
weekly by JFS chaplaincy volunteers to
hospital patients. 

Teens from BBYO chapters, Bnei Akiva, 
TEFTY and area high schools--Emery/Weiner, 
Robert M. Beren Academy, Xavier Academy, 
Bellaire, Lamar, Kinkaid, St. John’s and Fort 
Bend Clements-- had a great time volunteering 
as they interacted with new friends, rolled 
colorful beeswax into Hanukkah candles and 
learned more about the programs and projects 
of Jewish Family Service. They are Hilary 
Cohen, Becca Wolinsky, Nina Whyte, Yosef Bisk, 
Alberto Bazbaz, Danielle Tobias, Alexi Signet 
and Anita Blustein, BBYO Regional Director. 

Ben Segall, a Celebration Company 
volunteer, also prepared 20 hurricane 
kits in one day for JFS senior adult 
clients and Coastal Cities clients.  In 
recognition of Ben’s hours of service, 
he earned the Etz Chaim Jewish Boy 
Scout badge from Congregation Beth 
Israel’s Troop 806.

Lazy Days of Summer?  Not for nearly 100 local teens

Brothers Ari, Yossi and Adam 
Hoffman, (l to r)  along with Daniel 
Morgen and Haley King, helped out 
with Hanukkah candle production 
atCelebration Company.    

Marvelous Mondays, a new program created by Cheryl Levy, 
JFS Volunteer Coordinator, brought teens to JFS during the 
summer of 2010. The teens worked on several  projects that

enhanced JFS services.

over 6,000 hours
Emily Levy
Morgan Levy
Gregory Lewis
Dena Linda
Freddi Linda
Sam Linda
Kathy Lipman
Morgan Lipman
Dena Lipper
Myra Lipper
Karen (Kacie) Liput
Stephen Loeb
Barbara Loeser
Collin Lore
Geoffrey Lore
Keren Luftak
Simon Lusky
Abbie Markowitz
Jay Marks
Shirley Marks
Eric Mayer
Marge Mayer
Judy Mellon
Gerald Merfish
Rina Mesarwi
Rici Miller

Rori Miller
Dan Morgen
Mike Moszczyc
Glen Mueller
Dennis Murland
Toby Myers
National Council of
    Jewish Women
Rachel Navon
Sheila Newar
Simone Newar
Claire Nuchtern
Steffie Odle
One Mission Galveston 
Sarah Orsak
Lidya Osadchey
Nina Otazo
Kase Pappert
Sean Pappert
Zach Pappert
Wesley Patt
Ellen Penner
Avrohm Perl
Nancy Peskin
Dana Philibert
Nancy Pryzant Picus

Linda Piller M.D.
Stella Pintar
Mattie Pogash
Hazel Potvin
Elaine Priesman
Noa Ran
Denise Rashti, MD
Tricia Rauch
Larry Reader
Nancy Reader
Brad Resh
Danielle Resh
Josh Resh
Jessica Reynolds
Betty Rice
Bernard Rich
Michael Richker
Vicky Richker
Jackie Riff
Larson Riff
Rebecca Risch
Adara Robbins
Steve Robinson
Ann Rogers
Ashley Rogers
Betty Romano

Lauren Rosenberg
Miriam Rosenbloom
Steve Rosenbloom
Becca Rosenfield
Dr. Judy Rosenstock
Harvey Rosenstock M.D.
Vanessa Ross
Lauren Rubenstein
Lisa Rubenstein
Meg Rubenstein
Miranda Ruzinsky
Ben Samuels
San Jacinto Girl Scouts  
   Brownie Troop 21207
   Daisy Troop 21183
Julie Scheinthal
Marc Scheinthal
Fiona Schicker
Barbara Schneidler
Tiffany Schreiber
Joe Secan
Ben Segall
Liz Segall
Adele Cohen Segel
Jeff Shankman
Melissa Shapiro

Ruth Sherman
Lauren Shkolnick
Leah Shkolnick
The Shlenker School
Alexi Signet
Emory Skolkin
Meredith Smith
Trudy Smith
Lizzie Sondock
Tara Sondock
Samantha Sorkin
Carol Soroka
Howard Spiegel
Alana Spiwak M.D.
David Spolane
Marlene Spolane
Renee Spolane
Bruce Stein
Teri Straus
Kathleen Sukiennik
Alexa Tabin
Josh Tabin
Dr. Melissa Tabin
Rachel Tabin
TEFTY 
Maya Teller

Nava Teller
Rabbi Ranon Teller
Vicki Teller
Temple Sinai 
   Brotherhood
   Religious School
      Gesher Program
      Sisterhood
Gundy Terry
Harlan Ticatch
Jillian Ticatch
Danielle Tobias
Davi Tofilon
Dan Trachtenberg
Tania-Rene’ Valdespino
Tiana Valdespino
Sandy Van de Graaff
Larry Wadler
Dr. Alisha Wagner
Rachel Waldman
Linda Walter
Carol Wasserstein
Galia Weber
Ilana Weber
Robert Weinberg
Lauren Weinberger

Judy Weingart
Irene Weingarten
Steve Weingarten
Celia Weinstein
Jackie Wertheimer
Nina Whyte
Dolores Wilkenfeld
Alan Winters
Becca Wolinsky
Jessica Wolinsky
Camp Young Judaea
Shelly Zacharias
Myrna Zwickel
Sheldon Zwickel

We have made every 
attempt to list the names 
of all volunteers. If 
your name has been 
accidentally omitted, 
please contact
Cheryl Levy at
clevy@jfshouston.org.
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Celebration Company Builds 
Partnerships and Expands
	 Celebration Company continues to partner with 
Three Brothers Bakery which not only sells CC products, 
donating all proceeds back to Jewish Family Service, but 
also provides work for participants who assemble the 
bakery’s boxes and cake boards. 
	 Wholesaling to additional retail outlets to expand its 
base, Celebration Company products are now carried 
by the gift shops of Congregations Emanu El and 
Beth Yeshurun.  They are also available at Belden’s 
Supermarket and New York Bagels.
	 Interested in carrying Celebration Company products?  
Stores, boutiques and synagogue gift shops interested in 
exploring the possibility of carrying Celebration Company 
products, please contact: Marni Litvack, JFS Disability 
Services Department Project Director at 713-667-9336, 
ext. 209 or mlitvack@jfshouston.org.   

Celebration Company Grows
with Exciting New Products
Art Cards  The participants of Celebration Company, a three-day/week structured 
work and life-skills program of the JFS Department of Disability Services, are excited 
about their latest undertaking: creating individually designed artistic note
cards.  With the help of volunteer Karen Hurwitz who conceived of the
idea, each participant begins with a canvas: 
a blank sheet of paper.  Using different 
mediums to express thoughts and feelings, 
they create pieces of art which are cut into 
smaller squares and glued to the front of 
a folded note card.  The art card is then 
signed or initialed by the artist, paired with 
an envelope and packaged in an acetate 
sleeve.  
     “The participants find this to be a very 
exciting way to show their skills in drawing 
and express creativity. The amount of pride 
that each participant gets from initialing his/
her own artwork and having someone buy it 
is amazing,” explained Nick Tofilon, LMSW, 
Celebration Company Project Director.   
    The cards are blank on the inside; the 
Celebration Company story is printed on 
the back. Perfect as a gift or for personal 
use: $2.75 each or 5 for $10.00. 

Photo Cards
Using Texas-themed photographs
donated by a professional
photographer, participants affix these
to note cards and package them with
envelopes, creating attractive cards for
gifts or personal use.  $2.00 each or
5 for $8.00.

Custom Shabbat
Candles
Expanding on its successful line
of beautifully boxed Shabbat
candles ($13 /box), Celebration
Company is taking special orders
for cello-wrapped pairs of Shabbat candles (minimum order:
25 sets).  Perfect as table-gifts for Bar/Bat Mitzvah, birthday,
engagement or wedding parties, ribbon colors can be
customized to the purchaser’s color scheme.  These are
available in the following increments and price points:
25-50 = $2.25/set 
51-100 = $2.00/set
101 and more = 1.75/set

To order any products, contact: 
Nick Tofilon: 713-667-9336, ext. 127,
ntofilon@jfshouston.org or online
at http://www.jfshouston.org/celebrationco

Thank You to Our Employers
Special thanks to the following businesses and organizations that 
have offered employment or volunteer positions to MainStreet 
Opportunities’ clients:   Associated Management, Inc, Belden’s 
Supermarket, Congregation Beth Yeshurun, Goodwill Industries 
of Houston, Hadassah - Houston Chapter, H-E-B Foods, Hilton 
Houston Plaza Medical Center, Holocaust Museum Houston, Hirsh 
Gifts, Inc.  Houston Public Library, New Living Green Building + 
Home Store, PetSmart, QuestMark Informations Systems, Seven 
Acres Jewish Senior Care Services, St. Luke’s Episcopal Health 
System, Sunshine Resale Shop, Walgreens, and Whitney Bank. 

Celebration Company is 
ENROLLING NEW PARTICIPANTS
	 Established in 2009, this fee-based three-day-a-week 
enterprise provides comprehensive programs, skills training and 
clinical and vocational support to Jewish adults with disabilities 
in a structured and nurturing environment.
	  Celebration Company participants share social events, 
exercise at the JCC, and enhance their social and life skills.  
They produce holiday gift kits, Hanukkah and Shabbat candles, 
creative art cards and much more – while earning a paycheck! 
         To learn more, contact Nick Tofilon, Celebration Company 
Director, at 713-667-9336, ext 127 or ntofilon@jfshouston.org.  

COME TO

Disability Services NEWS
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Michael

Michael Corn

Brian Franks

Annual Friendship 
Walk set for Sunday 
March 27      
	 Sponsored by The Friendship 
Circle of Chabad Outreach, the 3rd 
Annual Friendship Walk will begin 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 27, 2011, 
at Jewish Family Service. The Walk 
will conclude at The Emery/Weiner 
School with a festive Friendship Fair 
of rides, carnival booths and barbecue.
	 Friendship Circle matches teen 
volunteers with children who have 
disabilities, sharing friendship and 
activities.  The Adult Division shares 
love and a sense of community with 
adults in the Richmond and Brenham 
State Supported Living Centers and 
The Center. 
	 To register as a walker or make a 
donation, go to:             
www.houstonfriendshipwalk.com
	 The Friendship Circle is a branch 
of Chabad Outreach of Houston, a 
501(c)(3) charitable organization, 
an affiliate of Chabad of Texas and 
affiliated partner of JFS Disability 
Services.

MainStreet Opportunities
Makes a Difference
	 MainStreet Opportunities, the JFS Disability Services’ customized 
employment program, assists Jewish adults with disabilities in becoming 
and remaining successfully employed in the community. The vocational 
staff provides individualized programs, job development, preparation, 
placement and coaching.  Following are highlights of several current clients. 
	 A University of St. Thomas graduate, Michael was eager to begin the 
next part of his life – work, but needed some vocational assistance.  At 
JFS  he became part of MainStreet Opportunities where he joined the 
bi-weekly social group for young adults.  With help, he worked on his 
resume, completed applications and sharpened interviewing skills. Through 
volunteer assignments with the Houston Public Library and Goodwill 
Industries, he improved his social and work skills. In September, Michael 
began work with Whitney Bank as Bank Operations Representative in 
the mail room where he is responsible for processing the mail for multiple 
Houston locations. “It is better to put into the system, than to take out of 
the system,”   Michael says.
	 Sandra enjoys working with people.  She wants to be self-supporting 
but was a having a difficult time finding a job.  With JFS MainStreet 
Opportunities and staff assistance, she explored several types of jobs.  In 
June, Sandra began working as a stocker at Walgreens.   In September, a 
second Walgreens was added to her workweek.  “MainStreet gave me
help when I needed it, and when I started to work, it lifted my spirits. 
It gave me hope,” said Sandra.
	 Attention Employers: On-site job coaching is provided at no cost 
to the employer. If you are able to offer training, employment  or an 
internship to MainStreet Opportunities’ clients, please contact
Laura Alter, Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor, at
713-667-9336, ext. 207 or lalter@jfshouston.org .    

.  

MainStreet Salutes Winners
	 MainStreet Opportunities salutes clients who have been recognized for 
outstanding performance.
	 Michael Corn, an employee of Associated Management, Inc. (AMI) 
since 2007, was awarded the 2010 Administration Super Star by the company.  
Nominated by his managers and peers for his hard work and outstanding effort 
every day, Michael processes the mail for multiple departments, manages the 
daily faxes, and maintains printer supplies.  Kathleen Littlefield, Michael’s direct 
supervisor, stated, “Michael does an excellent job.”  He thanked her for her 
“constant support” and said that “she made him feel more confident.”  
    	 Glenda Regenbaum, co-owner of AMI, added, “Employers should look at the 
potential, not the disability”.

	 At the Goodwill Houston Moreton Achievement Awards 2010 luncheon, 
Brian Franks was awarded a Knox Achievement Award.  The award recognized 
Brian’s exemplary performance, outstanding attendance and positive attitude.  
Brian completed the Houston Academy of Career Development in March, 2010, 
earning a certificate in the accounting/bookkeeping program with courses in 
Excel, QuickBooks and data entry.  Beverly Fellows, Goodwill coordinator who 
nominated Brian for this award stated,” he’s ready to work toward completing 
his task the minute he enters the building.”   Brian will be continuing his college 
education and working part-time.    

 Sandra

    The mission of Jewish Disability 
Awareness Month is to unite Jewish 
communities and organizations for 
the purpose of raising awareness 
and supporting meaningful inclusion 
of people with disabilities and their 
families in every aspect of Jewish life.  

Celebrate Jewish Disability Awareness 
Month: Learn, Advocate and Act!  

•	 Learn about Inclusion at Yom 	 	
	 Limmud, through JFS and on-line.
  
•	 Advocate at your synagogue, 	 	
	 youth group, school, organization
  
•	 Act to make a positive difference

Jewish Disability
Awareness Month

February
2011
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Celebration Company
Scholarships
Joan and Stanford Alexander
The Leon and Sandra Weiner
   Family Trust*
M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation

Celebration Company
Susan and Dr. Milton Altschuler
    In Honor of Sam Linda
Marty and Melvin Buck
Linda and Andrew Burger
Carol and Michael Goldberg
    In Honor of Linda Burger
Mickey and Noel Graubart
Ellen Goren and Max Heffler
Karyn Jolly
Nancy Jordan
Sharon and Richard Kammerman
Dena and David Linda
    In Honor of Rachel Rosen
    In Honor of Ryder Desenberg
Shirley and Jay Marks
Isabelle and Eric Mayer
Joan and Ralph z”l Minchen
Aaron Poscovsky
Prissy and Dr. Thomas Roosth
    In Memory of Joe Ginsberg
Sue and Harry Rosenzweig
Goldie and Ellis Rushefsky
    In Memory of Herman Howard
Robyn and Sion Saghian
Deborah and Martin Segal
    In Memory of Herman Howard
Stephenie Shapiro
Temple Beth Torah
Three Brothers Bakery
Lou Wexler
    In Honor of Melissa Shapiro
Shirley and Meyer Chaskin
    In Honor of Rici and Harold Miller
Shirley and Dr. Hy Warshaw
    In Memory of Herman Howard

Jewish Chaplaincy Program
Mimi and Michael Berkowitz
    In Honor of Rae Gerson
    In Honor of Cindy Abrahams
Lynn Bliss
   In Honor of Toby Brown
Sandra and Sam Block
   In Honor of Steffie Odle
Fannette Blum
    In Memory of Al Brown
Audrey and David Bolson
    In Memory of Al Brown
Dr. Lorraine Bonte’
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Bonnie Bradbury
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Caryl and Michael Camberg
Elinor Caplan
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Shirley and Meyer Chaskin
    In Memory of Al Brown
Susann and Gerald Dowling
    In Memory of Pauline Helpern
Inez and Maurice Eskowitz
    In Memory of Al Brown
Barbara Farley
    In Memory of Al Brown
Bettie and Brian Forman
    In Memory of Al Brown
Carol and Larry Fradkin
    In Memory of Al Brown
Dede Ducharme
Dr. Paul Geller
Eli & Rochelle Ginsburg Living Trust
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Miriam Joachim
    In Memory of Al Brown
Sandra and Rick Johnson
    In Honor of Carol Soroka
Amalie and Rollins Koppel
The Rollins M. and Amalie L.
   Koppel Foundation
    In Honor of Hope Lipnick
Sandra and Paul Krentzman
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Velva and Fred Levine
    In Honor of Sam Merwin
    In Honor of Cyvia Wolff
Lindy and Robert Levit
    In Memory of Isidore Davis

    In Memory of Sylvan Dubin
    In Honor of Mark Van Gelder
    In Honor of Sallee Loeser
Nancy Levy
    In Honor of Rabbi Jack Segal
Hope and Jerome Lipnick
    In Memory of Gladys Friedman
Iris and David Littwitz
    In Memory of Al Brown
Sharon Loftspring
Dr. Joan Lynch
    In Honor of Lynn Bliss
Rachelle Mark
Shiela and Peter Milch
Helen Mintz and Aaron Marks
    In Memory of Al Brown
Joy and Jerry Monkarsh
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Derrell Nantze
    In Memory of Al Brown
Susan and David Oberman
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Selma Plotkin
    In Memory of Al Brown
Cookie and Dr. Ben Portnoy
    In Honor of Dr. and Mrs. Norman
      Miller
Nancy and Larry Reader
Rita and Joel Rosenshein
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Rozanne and Dr. Howard Rubin
    In Memory of Al Brown
Barbara and Dr. Martin Schechter
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Dayna Schlang
Teresa and Mark Schnyder
    In Memory of Marty Horowitz
Wendy and Steven Schwartz
    In Honor of Beverly Speer
    In Honor of Hope Lipnick
Miriam Selig
    In Memory of Myles Aaronson
Jackie and Ray Sessel
   In Honor of Joel Levy
   In Memory of Sid Krakower
   In Memory of Sara Levine

   In Memory of Ned Ratner
   In Honor of Helen Brounes
   In Honor of Clara Gold
   In Honor of Martin Katz
   In Honor of Alfred Friedlander
   In Honor of Beverly Speer
   In Honor of Jeannie Tiras
   In Honor of Maralyn Cohen
   In Honor of Harry Pepper
   In Memory of Ralph Minchen
   In Honor of Minna and Leop Baer
   In Honor of Sam Chaskin
James Sessel and Thomas Claffy
   In Memory of Madelyne Taub
   In Memory of Sara Levine 
   In Memory of Tootsie Fonberg
Lila and Stephen Shain
    In Memory of Al Brown
Dr. Martin Singer
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Harriet and Marvin Sloin
    In Honor of Dan Trachtenberg
Shirley and Alvin Talbot
Arlene and Martin Tash
Susan Thau
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Pat and Ron Weiner
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Leslie and Sanford Weiner
    In Honor of Hope Lipnick
Eleanor and Bernard Weintraub
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Mindy and Miles Wertheimer
    In Honor of George Wernick
Mindy and Miles Wertheimer
    In Honor of Harry Pepper
Louise and Alan Wolf

    In Honor of Hope Lipnick
Thelma Zirkelbach
    In Honor of Lynn Bliss

Economic Assistance
Josie and Heron Alaniz
Alex Bar On
Lois and John Biro
    In Memory of Isidore Davis
Susan Mesches and
   Daniel Bissonnet
Michael Hartman
The Jewish Federation of
   Greater Houston
Debbie and Donald Rothermel

Family & Children’s
Counseling Fund
Helen Dow
   In Honor of Joyce Schechter
Patricia and Dr. Aaron Fradkin
   In Memory of Ida Goldhirsh
Ruth and Dr. Trevor Rabie
   In Honor of Basil Joffe
Jackie and Ray Sessel
   In Memory of Sylvan Dubin
   In Memory of Sonia Krost
   In Memory of Lois Plumb
   In Memory of Earl Osadchey
   In Honor of Robert Gold
   In Honor of Lois Simon
   In Honor of Larry Fradkin
 
Family & Children’s
Financial Aid Fund
Linda and Myron Aftergut
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Phillip and Lynne Aronoff
Linda and Andrew Burger
    In Memory of Gladys Friedman
Congregation Brith Shalom
Judy and Danny Danziger
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Sherry and Leonard Dubin
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz

Ana and Robert Eigler
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Beatrice Epstein
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Sheryl Eskowitz
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
The Jewish Federation of Greater
   Houston  on behalf of an
   Anonymous Fund managed by the
   Houston Jewish Community
   Foundation*
Jan and Milton Finegold
    In Honor of Hope Lipnick
Perri and Dr. Aaron Fink
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Jill Fleishman
    In Honor of Elisa Elliott
Patricia and Dr. Aaron Fradkin
    In Honor of Dr. Herman Lapin
    In Memory of Lillie Lerman
    In Honor of Joyce and
       Dr. Gary Nimetz
    In Honor of David Ginsburg
    In Honor of Ann and
      Romann Niemer
    In Honor of Dr. Monte Friedman
Betty Freedman
    In Memory of Sidney Krakower
Carol and Dr. Barry Goodfriend
    In Honor of Melvin Dow
    In Honor of Linda and
      Jerry Rubenstein
    In Honor of Robin and Brad Stein
Klair and Stephen Grace
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Linda and George Greene
Dr. Brian Hoberman

Saranne and Livingston Kosberg
Barbara and Jacob Leon
Karen and Dr. Seth Lerner
Naomi and Michael Levy
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Millicent and David Lewis
Barbara and Dr. Phillip Lieberman
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Anne and Norman Mandel
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
The Sherry and Gerald Merfish Fund*
Susan and David Morris
    In Honor of Barbara and
      Martin Lindenberg
Shirle Nathan
    In Memory of Sidney Krakower
    In Memory of Boyce Genecov
Susan and Jeff Penn
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Sondra and Marvin Ross
    In Honor of John Biro
Debbie and Donald Rothermel
Marsha and Lionel Schooler
    In Honor of Laura Lempert
Shirley Sechler
Robin Sofer
    In Memory of David Garzik
Marilyn and Tom Sonnenberg
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Celine and Richard Stetzer
Cynthia and Dr. Edward Teitel
Barbi and Stanley Topek
    In Memory of Hershel Steiman
Loretta and Kenneth Toppell
Hillel Weinbaum
Roberta Weiss
    In Memory of Oskar Katz
Mary Jean Weston and Yonit
  Brownstein
    In Memory of Sol Brownstein
Karen and Dr. David Wolf
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz

Farfel Frankel Fund
Rachel Addleman
The Jon & Judith Harris Foundation
    In Honor of Linda Burger
Barbara and Steven Mayer
    In Honor of Betty and Sidney Aron

Farfel Stark Fund
Adele and Dr. Steven Croft
    In Honor of Carol Goodfriend
    In Memory of Daniel Stark
Geraldine Lenz
    In Honor of Lilly Stark
Ellen and Abram Rosenberg
    In Honor of Mr. and Mrs.
      Ron Suchart
Lilly Stark
    In Honor of Lila Rauch
Susan, Syd and Rachel Waldman
    In Honor of Gail and Louis Adler

General Fund
Rabbi Judith and Dr. Steven Abrams
Mollie Aczel
    In Memory of Jeffrey Lubar
    In Memory of Isidore Davis
Claire and Joseph Altman
Betty and Sidney Aron
    In Honor of Irving Pozmantier
    In Memory of Sylvan Dubin
    In Memory of Dr. David Levinson

Minna and Leopold Baer
    In Honor of Jackie Sessel
Sybil and Ralph Balasco
Bellaire Young Mothers
Cody Bederman
    In Honor of Linda Burger
Birkman International
Elaine Betcher
    In Honor of Sandy & Alan Rubin
Sandra and Sam Block
    In Honor of Tammi Altshuler,
      Mila Shurin and Robin Sofer
Jodi Buck
Jean and Dr. Gene Burke
    In Honor of Robert Reader
Sheila Camberg
    In Honor of Rita Blumenfield
Ada and Irwin Caplan
    In Honor of Dr. Stuart Cohen
Alyse and Robert Caplan
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Janice and Louis Caplan
    In Honor of Steven Schwartz
    In Honor of Jackie Sessel
Marilyn and Dr. Coleman Caplovitz
    In Memory of Adele Perlmutter
    In Honor of Melvin Dow

Shirley Castro
Jean and Kenny Chapman
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Maralyn and Dr. Jacob Cohen
    In Honor of Mrs. Jackie Sessel
Patrick Collier
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Congregation Brith Shalom
   In Honor of Linda Burger
Congregation Emanu El
Congregation Jewish Community North
Adrienne and Marc Davis
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Carol and Desey Desenberg
    In Memory of Dr. Leon Slatko
Rachel Dvoretzky
Vicky and Howard Dyer-Smith
    In Honor of Leora Kahn
Ruth and Raymond Eagle
Bernice Eckerman
    In Honor of Shirley and Sam Levin
Andrea and Steve Eisenstein
    In Honor of Toby and Richard
     Newman
Dr. Kelli Cohen and Martin Fein
    In Honor of Bobby Deutser
Andrea and Rob Fineman
    In Honor of Linda Burger
Relda Finger-Hoffer
Patricia and Dr. Aaron Fradkin
    In Honor of Dr. Coleman Caplovitz
Carol and Larry Fradkin
    In Honor of Beverly Speer
Carol and Jim Frankel
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Marcia and Howard Frankel
    In Memory of Myles Aaronson
Betty Freedman
    In Memory of Mike Fink
    In Honor of Jackie Sessel

Fredda and Gary Friedlander
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Charlett and Dr. Marshall Frumin
    In Memory of Rubin Joskowitz
Gaillard Society
    In Memory of Sidney Krakower
Cheryl and Paul Gardner
    In Memory of Rose Davidoff
    In Memory of Ben Okon
Debbie and Gary Gibson
    In Honor of Shirley Toomim
Veda Mae and Morris Glesby
    In Honor of Mr. and Mrs.
      Robert L. Zinn
Nancy and Gary Glesby
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Toby and Irving Gold
Barbara Golub
    In Memory of Dr. Raymond
       Kaufman
Joan and Jay Golub
Sarah and Etan Golubtchik
Carol and Dr. Barry Goodfriend
    In Honor of Maureen Wainer
    In Honor of Lee Levit
Evelyn and Irwin Goot
    In Honor of Rici and Harold Miller

Norma and Larry Gordon
Rabbi Dan Gordon
    In Honor of Brian Franks
Aileen Gordon
    In Honor of Robert Reader
The Meyer and Ida Gordon
    Foundation 
    In Honor of Jay Cohen
Linda and Mike Gornek
    In Honor of Cele Sachs
Patsy Graham
Mickey and Noel Graubart
    In Honor of Ike Rosenthal
    In Honor of George Wernick
    In Honor of Marge and Hans Mayer
Sandra and Robert Greenstone
    In Memory of Allen Segal
Arline & Ben Guefen Fund*
Heimbinder Family Foundation
Dr. Brian Hoberman
David Hooks
    In Memory of Betsy Kamins
Sonia and Leon Horowitz
    In Honor of Irving Rose
Houston Endowment Inc.
Houston Jewish Family Foundation
Harriette Jackler
    In Honor of Toby and Richard
      Newman
Barbara and Raymond Kalmans
    In Memory of Mary Folloder
Elyse and Lewis Kalmans
    In Honor of Linda Rubenstein
Doris and Lane Kalmin
    In Honor of Jackie Sessel
Ricky Kamins
    In Memory of Betsy Kamins
Connie Karger
    In Honor of Shirley and
       Sam Levin

Your gifts make it possible to respond to
those who come to JFS seeking hope and help. 

Donations listed in this issue of Mishpacha were 
received between May 1, 2010 and January 3, 2011.
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Senior Adult Services Receives
Matching Challenge Grant

The Senior Adult Services Department is used by seniors and their families to help 
maintain seniors’ independence and to assist with the many transitions of aging.  As 
the population ages, the demands on this department have been growing.

A matching dollar-for-dollar challenge grant in the amount of $30,000 has been made 
by an anonymous donor for the Senior Adult Services Department. Please consider a 
gift to this department in 2011 and contact Rachel Davis, 713 667 9336 x 213,
rdavis@jfshouston.org, or online at www.jfshouston.org. Please mark any donations 
that are mailed or select Senior Adult Challenge Grant Donation on the dropdown 
menu to help us reach this goal.

Thank you to the Hugo and Edith Kahn Trust for a special donation toward 
this matching challenge grant.

JFS is grateful for the support of
The Sam Roosth Foundation 

for the Employment Services Program

Jewish Family Service is grateful for a major 
grant by The Jewish Federation on behalf of an

 	 Anonymous Fund managed by the
	 Houston Jewish Community Foundation

 for JFS’s Safety Net Program.
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WINTER 2011

Sue and Jay Kasofsky
    In Memory of Dr. Harold Ravins
Joan and Lawrence Katz
Doris and Jerry Katz
    In Honor of Robert Reader
Judith and Barry Kaufman
    In Honor of Robert Reader
Tatyana and Mark Kazhdan
Cele and Sam Keeper
Nathan J. Klein Family Fund
Lynne Kobrin
Tillie Koch
Albert Krovetz
    In Honor of Miriam and
     Allan Graber
Frank Ladin
Nora Laufman
    In Memory of Jack Friedman
Johnita and Robert Lebow
   In Honor of Madeleine Appel
Gloria and Dr. Archie Leder
    In Honor of Lila Rauch’s Birthday
Suzanne and Dr. Maurice Leibman
Linda and Dr. Herbert Lesser
    In Memory of Myles Aaronson
Susan and Frank Levey
    In Memory of Susan Frank Louis
Janice Levine
    In Memory of Jack Golf
Cheryl and Haran Levy
    In Honor of Cameron Friedman
    In Honor of Sam Linda
    In Honor of Rici and Harold Miller
Beatrice Lewis
    In Honor of Aaron Marks
Ella Lewis
Jake Lewis
Susan and Gregory Lewis
    In Honor of Bob Gordon
    In Honor of Lisa Helfman
    In Memory of Jerold Bass
    In Memory of Sarah Levine

Janet and Elton Lipnick
    In Memory of Myles Aaronson
Helaine and Dr. Sandy Lubetkin
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Jill and Bruce Margand
    In Memory of Susan Frank Louis
Shirley and Jay Marks
    In Honor of Lila Rauch
    In Honor of Veda Mae Glesby
The McLean Family Trust
    In Honor of Jill and Ray
      Morgenstern
Dionne and Bryan Miller
Mila and Mike Milo
    In Memory of Donald Saron
Penny and Chris Minnick
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Ione and Sidney Moran
Shirley and Bill Morgan
Andrea and Lee Morgenthaler
William Moses
Anna and M’Liss Murr-Heps
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Shirle Nathan
    In Honor of Steven and Sandi Wolf
Leora and Dr. Les Nowitz
    In Honor of Dan Leightman
Ann and Irving Oppman
Rochelle and Sheldon Oster
    In Memory of Pamela Gordon Warner
Linda Popkin-Paine and Stephen Paine
    In Honor of Irving Pozmantier
    In Honor of Lynn Shapiro
David Pasternak
    In Memory of Lillian Pasternak
Roman Patent
    In Memory of Sholom Patent
Reva Pearl
    In Memory of Betty Rinkoff
Ann Pepper
    In Memory of Rubin Joskowitz
Michele and Bob Perchonok
Alison and Michael Peterman
    In Honor of Jill and Ray Morgenstern

Beverly and Robert Pickelner
    In Honor of Jill and Ray
      Morgenstern
Yvette and Peter Pintar
Carolyn Plessner
Robert Portman
Marian Prager
    In Memory of Earl Lefkowitz
Maureen and Joseph Proler
   In Honor of Ike Rosenthal
   In Memory of Rosalie Goldberg
   In Memory of Rubin Joskowitz
Lillian Putterman
    In Honor of Joyce Schechter
Sue Radoff
    In Memory of Ruth Blah
    In Memory of Melvin Rappaport
Lila Rauch
    In Honor of Gloria Leder
    In Honor of Norman Bock
    In Honor of Lila Herbert
    In Honor of Robert Reader
    In Honor of Enid Robinson
    In Honor of Edith Lewis
    In Honor of Gloria and
      Dr. Archie Leder
Patricia and Mark Rauch
    In Honor of Shella Plastrik
Gloria and Robert Reader
    In Honor of Cyvia Wolff
    In Honor of Doris and Jerry Katz
Claire and William Reingold
    In Honor of Toby Reingold
Mallory Robinson
    In Honor of Suzie and Stuart Solomon
    In Honor of Sam Merwin
Adrienne and Tom Rosen
    In Memory of Florence Rose Davidoff
Sandy and Leonard Rosenberg
Dr. Judith and Dr. Harvey Rosenstock
Anita and Robert Rothschild
    In Honor of Irving Pozmantier
Gail and Joel Rovinsky
    In Memory of Lenore Schwartz
Adolph Scheiman
Diane and Murray Schoendorf
    In Honor of Leon Davis
    In Memory of I. Bob Davis
    In Memory of Patricia Schoendorf
Schroder Marine
    In Memory of Marilyn Stewart
Steven Schwartz
Shirley Sechler
Miriam Selig
    In Honor of Ellen Penner
    In Honor of Irving Pozmantier
Brenda and Nat Shaye
    In Honor of Barbara and Bob Sheffield
Tami and Greg Sheena
Elizabeth and Robert Shoss
    In Honor of Collin Harrison Steinberg
Edith Siegel
Rise Siegel
    In Honor of Jill and Ray Morgenstern
Elizabeth Smith
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Alaina and Gregory Smith
    In Honor of Jill and Ray Morgenstern
Jennifer and Jeffrey Sokol
Doris and Dr. James Solomon
    In Honor of Gail Adler
Keith Solomon
    In Honor of Alan Zuber
Paula and Gerald Stafford
Lilly Stark
    In Honor of Maury Glesby
David Staton
    In Memory of Myles Aaronson
Emily and Albert Stein
    In Honor of Harold Kleinman
Jay Steinfeld
    In Honor of Martha & Duck Freedman
Edith and Bernard Stolbun
Harriet Stoler
    In Honor of Babe Green
Linda Susman
    In Memory of Jerold Bass
Patricia and Dr. Howard Sussman
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
Hyla Swesnik
    In Memory of Rose Davidoff
Betty and Michael Tapick
    In Honor of Rici and Dr. Harold Miller
Jeannie and Jerome Tiras
    In Honor of Harry Pepper
    In Honor of Jackie Sessel
Linda and Ronnie Turboff
    In Memory of Ivan Golden
Sue and Richard Vane
    In Honor of Judy Arfa
Maureen and Larry Wainer
    In Honor of Rosalind and Melvin 

Kalmans
Susan and Syd Waldman
    In Memory of Robert Bauman
    In Memory of Mary Folloder
    In Memory of Ralph Minchen
    In Honor of Rici and Dr. Harold Miller
June Waldman
    In Honor of Aaron Marks
Ruth and Arnold Walkow
    In Honor of Sam Merwin
    In Memory of Wolf Finkelman
Marvin and Terry Woskow Family Fund
Leslie and Sanford Weiner
Janet and Frederick Winer
    In Memory of Susan Frank Louis
Barbara Winer
    In Memory of Susan Frank Louis
Francis Wolff
    In Honor of Dr. and Mrs. Alvin Wexler
Rochelle and Lee Wunsch
    In Honor of Ruthe Kessler

Estate of Joseph B. Wyman
Jeffrey Yarus
    In Memory of Marilyn and
        Leonard Yarus
Edith and Robert Zinn
    In Memory of Dr. Khana Patent
    In Memory of Semyon Genin
Edith & Robert Zinn Foundation
Merryl and J. Gordon Zuber
Myrna and Sheldon Zwickel

HARP
Jeanette and Philip Getz
    In Memory of Jack Friedman
    In Honor of Melvin Dow
    In Memory of Sylvia Niefield
    In Memory of Annette Davis

    In Honor of Joe Borden
    In Honor of Bernie Fuchs
    In Honor of Sally Fuchs
    In Memory of Ronald Turk
Barbara and Jacob Leon
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer 
    In Honor of Leah Premazon
    In Memory of  Hy and Lori Ray
Judy and Mal Lusky
    In Memory of Don Moore
    In Honor of Drake Ryan Bellan
    In Memory of Bebe Hess
    In Memory of Evelyn Rosenthal
    In Memory of Judy Diskin’s mother
    In Honor of Bernie Feld
    In Honor of Irene Shaw
Ann and Steve Magoon
    In Memory of Bebe Hess
    In Memory of Sidney Krakower
Rici and Dr. Harold Miller
   In Memory of Rabbi Howard Zyskind      	

    In Honor of Dr. Simon Sonik
    In Memory of Ronald Turk
    In Honor of Melvin Dow
    In Memory of Felice Nussenblatt
    In Memory of Dr. Raymond Kaufman
    In Honor of Rachel Davis
Ellen Penner
    In Honor of Melvin Dow
    In Memory of Mary Folloder
    In Memory of Juliette Radinsky
    In Memory of Jerold Bass
    In Honor of Punkin Hecht
    In Memory of Mary Schechter
Nancy and Larry Reader
    In Honor of Alfred Friedlander
    In Memory of Jerold Bass
    In Memory of Sylvan Dubin

    In Honor of Donnie Freedman
    In Memory of Dr. Charles Gaitz
    In Memory of Dorothy Levin
    In Memory of Rose Pasternak
    In Memory of Sam Vediltz
Renee Spolane
    In Honor of Robert Reader
    In Honor of Doris and Jerry Katz
    In Honor of Melvin Dow
    In Honor of Lila Rauch
    In Memory of Adele Perlmutter
Bess Wishnow
    In Memory of Peggy Samet Fine

Hurricane Relief
Louise Koslin
Dorothy and Albert Krafcheck
    In Memory of Dr. Bernard Fein
Marlene and Dr. Howard Pressman
    In Memory of Dr. Bernard Fein

Disability Services
Rachel Addleman
    In Memory of Herman Solomon
Joan and Stanford Alexander
    In Honor of Allen Becker
    In Memory of Milton P. Levy, Jr.
    In Honor of Ambassador
        Arthur Schechter
    In Memory of Arthur Gochman
Ilene S. Alexander 
    In Honor of Joan and Stanford
       Alexander
Sue Sue and Don Aron
    In Honor of Joan and Stanford
       Alexander
Sandra and Sam Block
    In Honor of Abigail Leah Trejo
    In Honor of Jackie Cutler
    In Honor of Sandi Greenstone
Ann Boor
    In Honor of Joan Alexander
Shirley and Meyer Chaskin
    In Honor of Janet Mintz
JoAnn Coorsh
    In Memory of Mike Fink
Brian Franks
Frances and Abe Friedman
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer
Dodie and J.A. Gaber
    In Honor of Ruth Brodsky
Robyn and Edward Gavrilla
    In Memory of Pinhas Tavor
Rhoda Goldberg
    In Honor of Shirley and Sam Levin
Barbara Goldfield
Deborah and Brad Greenbaum
    In Honor of Louis Geigerman
Adrienne and Harold Harris
    In Honor of Sandyz”l and
      Steve Breslauer
Houston Community Service Club
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer
Sheila and Stuart Jacobson
    In Honor of Sarah Jacobson
Cheryl and Haran Levy
    In Honor of Esther Polland
Drs. Julia and Jack Mazow
Marian Prager
    In Honor of Shirley and Sam Levin
    In Honor of Julie Best
Shirlee Rosenthal
Phyllis Schaffer
    In Memory of Warren Jacobs
Jill Sevier
    In Memory of Paul Duke
Donna and Philip Tenenbaum
Shirley Toomim
    In Honor of Joan and 
      Stanford Alexander
Mindy and Miles Wertheimer
    In Honor of Carol Goodfriend
Evelyn Wisenberg
    In Honor of Irving Pozmantier
Karen and Dr. Thomas Wolff

Rochelle and Lee Wunsch
    In Memory of Felice Nusenblatt

LifeLine
Jonas Haley
Helen Mintz and Aaron Marks
    In Honor of Ezra Schacht
Erla and Harry Zuber
    In Honor of Beverly Fish

Passover Assistance Fund
Allison and Jeffrey Botvinick

Project Shalom
Dorita and Hertzel Aron
    In Memory of Myles Aaronson
Delwin Beene
    In Memory of Allen Segal
Lorraine and Sid Brown
    In Memory of Patricia Schoendorf
Linda and Andrew Burger
    In Memory of Myles Aaronson
Dr. Kelli Cohen and Martin Fein
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer
Muriel Folloder Phillips
    In Memory of Mary Folloder
Ray Goldgar
    In Memory of Wilfred Goldgar
Helen Wils and Leonard Goldstein
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer
Carol and Dr. Barry Goodfriend
    In Honor of Shirley and Bruce Stein
Rabbi Dan Gordon
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer
Babe Green
    In Honor of Mira Rueveni
Rosalind and Melvin Kalmans
Luisa Kluger 
Mallory Robinson
    In Memory of Mary Folloder
Mira and Dr. Uri Rueveni
    In Memory of Myles Aaronson
The Sachs Family Fund*
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer
Lara and Preston Towber
    In Memory of Del Towber
Ellen and Daniel Trachtenberg
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer
Dolores Wilkenfeld
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer

Yad Rus - Project Shalom
Vicki and Dr. Mark Ephron
    In Memory of Irene Rosenberg

Senior Counseling
Josie and Heron Alaniz
Elba Alexander
Patricia and Alan Bachrach
Celine and Emile Badra
    In Memory of Esther Arazi
Stella and Gerald Blumenthal
    In Honor of Amanda and
      Keith Wolf
Nancy and Michael Darsky
    In Memory of Betty Wolf
Robin Dorfman
Cherill and Maurice Dubinski
    In Memory of Eva Gordon
Jill Fleishman
    In Honor of Jacob and
      Maralyn Cohen
Sarah Goldstein
    In Honor of Leah Mueller
Fabienne Habousha
Jonas Haley
Sandra Herzog
Winnie and William Isaacs
    In Honor of Sandy z”l and
     Steve Breslauer
Esther Lester
Janice Levine
Susan and Gregory Lewis
    In Memory of Eva Gordon
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and help support vital programs and services 
for JFS families, children, and older adults 
throughout Houston.  For more informaion, 
click on the key icon at the bottom of the JFS 
home page:
www.jfshouston.org.
or call  877-537-4227.
	
		

Donate Your Car, 
Van or Truck

Thank You

Bath Fund
      For JFS services to families and children
Shirley & Allen Becker Leadership Award
      Annual Award to recognize JFS leadership 
Deutser, Hecht, Mandell Passover Assistance Fund
      To provide Passover holiday for families
Family First Fund
       Multi purpose
Bettie & Bernard Farfel Jewish Family Service Award
       Award to recognize individuals or organizations
	 excelling in social service
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Farfel & George &
Elizabeth Frankel Camp Fund
	 Camp scholarships for local youth
Farfel Stark Fund	
        Professional continuing education for clinical
	 social work
Folloder Phillips Fund	
        To support Project Shalom
Abraham B. Jappa Fund
	 Child welfare services for Jewish children
The Jewish Chaplaincy Program
	 A partnership of Jewish Family Service & the Jewish 	
	 Federation of Greater Houston, generously funded 	
	 by Velva G. & H. Fred Levine and Dolores Wilkenfeld
Nathan J. Klein Endowment Fund of JFS	
	 Interest Free Student loans 
Leo M. Levy Memorial Fund
	 For short term emergency loans to student 
Sterling Survivors Fund
	 Ongoing and emergency aid for Holocaust
	 survivors & their families
Yad Rus, in Memory of Ruth Ephron 
        To support Project Shalom
William & Ida Zinn Fund
        For JFS services in the community

Thank You
to the following families for establishing Named
and Endowment Funds for Jewish Family Service:

Jewish Family 
Service is grateful 

for a significant gift 
from the Nathan J. 

Klein Family Fund to 
support the programs 

of JFS.
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FRIENDS For Life
Mollie Aczel
Allen Becker
Fran and Mark Berg
Martha and Donald Freedman
Carol and Michael Goldberg
Eileen and Steven Lee
Barbara and Jacob Leon
Rici and Dr. Harold Miller
Paula and Irving Pozmantier
Elaine and Hyman Proler
Bunny and Perry Radoff
Vicky and Michael Richker
Drs. Judy and Harvey Rosenstock
Barbara and Robert Sheffield
Melissa Siegel
David Siegel
Lois and George Stark
Bettiruth and Adolph Susholtz
Haya and Dr. Jacobo Varon
Melanie Gray and Mark Wawro
Edith and Robert Zinn

$1000 AND UP
Madeleine and Dr. Michael Appel
Mark and Barbara Brookner Fund*
Alyse and Robert Caplan
Donald and Martha Freedman
    Charitable Fund*
Judy and Marc Herzstein
Harvey and Mireille Katz Foundation
Richard Leibman
Susan and Gregory Lewis
The Merfish Jacobson Foundation
Shirley and Leon Mucasey
Susman Family Foundation
Arthur and Joan Weisberg Family
    Foundation

$500-$999
Shirley and Marvin Barish
The Brodsky Foundation
Linda and Andrew Burger
Jean and Dr. Gene Burke
Theba and Buster Feldman
Shifra and Terry Gardner
Harriet and Stuart Grossman
Susie and Leonard Kammerman
   In Honor of Sharon and
   Richard Kammerman
Dorothy and Albert Krafcheck
Joanne and Bruce Levy
Lynne Lipsitz
Judy and Mark Mucasey
Chris Bryan and Trey Peacock
Glenda and David Regenbaum
Harriet and Dr. Nathan Wasserstrum
Cyvia and Melvyn Wolff
Judy and Ronnie Yambra Fund*
Erla and Harry Zuber

$136-$499
Dorita and Hertzel Aron
Betty and Sidney Aron
Susan and Jerome Axelrod
Arlene Baker
Henry Bercutt
Lauren and Jeremy Blachman
Laurie and Dr. Milton Boniuk
Sharon and Dr. Daniel Brener
Carol Brownstein
Larry and Katherine Buck Fund*
Marty and Melvin Buck
Dr. Vicki Rabin and Andrew Bursten
Toba Buxbaum
Esther Chess
Betty  Rae and Ralph Cohen
Shelly and Dr. Joel Cyprus
Barbara and Dr. Howard Derman
Myra and Dr. Stuart Dobbs
Karen and Mark Edelman
Ellen and Mark Ellison
Jean and Morton Fefer
Dr. Kelli Cohen and Martin Fein
Perri and Dr. Aaron Fink
Muriel Folloder Phillips
Noel Foreman
Carol and Larry Fradkin
Patricia and Dr. Aaron Fradkin
Jutta and Lewis Frapart
Sally and Bernard Fuchs Charitable
    Foundation
Jan Fuerst
Jeanette and Phillip Getz Fund*
Elaine and Lawrence Gladstone
Veda Mae and Morris Glesby
Jean Goldberg
Barbara Goldfield
   In Memory of Stuart Goldfield
Helen Wils and Leonard Goldstein
   In Memory of Sylvia Wils
Annette and Dan Gordon
Graubart & Company
Roslyn and Ricky Haikin
Patti and Dr. Marc Hanfling
Mary Harberg
Punkin and Walter Hecht
Charlyne and Dr. Robert Hochschild
Gayle and Scott Hoffer
   In Honor of Relda Finger Hoffer
Barbara Horowitz
Paul and Carol Horvitz Foundation
Lillie and Ben Hurwitz
Rosalind and Melvin Kalmans
Carolyn and Jay Kaplan Fund*
Fran and Mark Katzenellenbogen
Ann and Stephen Kaufman
Marilyn Kay
Myra and Dr. Marvin Kogutt
Judith and Dr. Robert Komorn
Sandy and Dr. Kenneth Kopel

Kornblit and Associates
Susan and Marvin Krasner
Eve and Bobby Lapin
Maxine and Dr. Herman Lapin
Bernard Leff
Barbara and Jacob Leon
Arlene and Jerome Levy
   In Honor of Lynne Aronoff
Barbara & Barry Lewis
   Family Fund*
May and Dr. David Litowsky
Stacy London
Michelle and Steve Maislin
Jeanne and Milton Mandell
Sherrie and Dr. Ed Massin
Isabelle and Eric Mayer
Anne Meltzer Management Trust
Elaine and Sam Merwin
Charlotte Motley
Daniel & Karol Musher Fund*
Kathleen and Ethan Natelson
Estelle and Sherwin Newar
Drs. Diane and Stanley Novy
Linda and Jerrold Paine
Linda Popkin-Paine and
   Stephen Paine
Jan Pasternak
Lynn and Dr. Hy Penn
   In Honor of Dan Gordon
Ellen Penner
Janet and Jeff Pozmantier
   In Honor of Irving Pozmantier
Doris Pryzant
Lila Rauch
Susan and Max Reichenthal
Evelyn Reichenthal
Mallory Robinson
Blanche and Irving Rose
Marlene and Norman Rosenthal
Linda and Jerry Rubenstein
   In Honor of Doreene and
      Frank Herzog
Pockets and Tus Family Fund*
   In Honor of Elyse Kalmans
Carol and Eric Samet
Beth and Lee Schlanger
Lyn and Dr. Carl Schmulen
Michael Schiff
Eric Schoen
Rozelle and Dr. Herman Schultz
Shirley Sechler
Toby and Rabbi Jack Segal
Lynn and Armand Shapiro
Irene and Frank Shaw
Esther Shelby
Elaine and Sam Spain
Reva and Dr. Michael Stern
Vicki and Rabbi Ranon Teller
Ellen and Daniel Trachtenberg
Linda and Ronnie Turboff
Saundra and Jack Turk
Barbara and Dr. Milton Wagner
Susan and Syd Waldman
Marsha & Sidney Wallace Fund*
Linda and Rabbi Roy Walter
Leslie and Sanford Weiner
Irene Weingarten
Phyllis and Eden Wenig
Miriam and Dr. Isidoro Wiener
Dolores Wilkenfeld
Mitzi Shure and Jerry Wische
Sharon and Mark Wise
Evelyn Wisenberg
Francis Wolff
Drs. Galina and Boris Yoffe
Eleanor and Joe Zuber

FRIENDS Campaign 2010 - 2011
We welcome new FRIENDS for Life,
 Bunny and Perry Radoff

Millicent and David Lewis
    In Memory of Eva Gordon
Martha Lottman
    In Memory of Eva Gordon
Toby and Richard Newman
    In Honor of Rabbi Roy Walter
    In Honor of Elaine Kapell
Joan Reichstein
    In Honor of Clara Gold
Claire and William Reingold
Regina Rogers
    In Memory of Eva Gordon
Lois and Donald Rosenfield
    In Honor of Mark Van Gelder
Bruce Schoendorf
    In Memory of Patricia Schoendorf
Marsha and Lonny Schooler
Barbara and Robert Sheffield
Lilly Stark
Cynthia Stetzer
Betsy Teitell
    In Memory of Rose Davidoff
Shirley Toomim
    In Honor of Ruth Sherman
    In Honor of Mallory Robinson
    In Memory of Sandra Breslauer
Alicia Tyler-Baker
    In Memory of Jacob Siegel
Lisa Ullmann
Bernard Weingarten
    In Memory of Dr. Charles Gaitz
Stephen Wertheimer
    In Memory of Clara Mae Dorfman
Beth Wolff and Alan Reid
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
The Pauline Sterne Wolff
   Memorial Foundation

Shalom Bayit
Bernard Leff
    In Honor of Toby Myers
Ruth and Dr. Trevor Rabie
    In Honor of Leora Kahn

Senior Financial Aid
Josie and Heron Alaniz
Tammi and Bob Altshuler
   In Honor of Elsie Cohan
   In Memory of Boyce Genecov
   In Memory of Andre Molnar
   In Memory of Shirley Ozon
   In Memory of Rita Zahn Weinberg
   In Memory of Sylvan Dubin
HAZEK Group
   In Honor of Leah Mueller

Jewish Family Service is grateful to 
   Birkman International

for providing career management
  assessments at no charge to clients 

  of the JFS Employment Services Program. 

Supporting Partners

JFS is grateful for donations supporting the
Celebration Company Scholarship Fund.

Thank You to:
The M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation, for a two year grant.

The Sandra and Leon Weiner L’Dor V’Dor Fund of the 
Houston Jewish Community Foundation, for a one year grant.

 
Joan and Stanford Alexander, for a scholarship established in 

memory of Arthur Gochman.

Jewish Family Service is proudly able to serve 
the Holocaust Survivor Community of Greater 

Houston through grants from:
	 •	 The Sterling Survivors Fund  established by 	 	
		  The Lillie and Dan Sterling Foundation.

 	 •	 The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Holocaust
		  Survivors Emergency Assistance Fund, 	
		  administered by the Conference on Jewish
		  Material Claims Against Germany.

	 •	 The Conference on Jewish Material Claims
		  Against Germany. 

Nancy and Michael Darsky
    In Memory of Peggy Samet Fine
Helen Dow
   In Honor of Myron Marks
Jonas Haley
Melanie Mays
Ron Merrill
    In Memory of Gerald Lewis
Lynette Proler
    In Honor of Ruth Sherman
Joan Reichstein
    In Honor of Sandy Lusky
    In Honor of Miriam and
      Allan Graber
Diann Resnick
    In Memory of Florence Spiro
Anna Lee and Sam Roitenberg
    In Honor of Leah Premazon
Robin Sofer
    In Memory of Ellen Brochstein
    In Memory of Sidney Krakower
Teri and Ray Wathen
    In Memory of Sylvan Dubin
Audrey and William Weiss
The Pauline Sterne Wolff Memorial
   Foundation

Sterling Survivors Fund
Martha Carroll
    In Memory of Jacob Gluckman
Mark Goldberg
Cheryl Shequen
    In Memory of Jacob Gluckman
Dan and Lillie Sterling Family
   Foundation
Cheryl Zane
    In Memory of Jacob Gluckman

United Way Designations
Paula Allen
Edward Beleiff
Jason Brown
Lisa Ratledge
Montgomery County United Way
State Employee Charitable Campaign
United Way of Dallas, Inc.
United Way of Galveston, Inc.
United Way of Greater Houston

Corporate Assistance
Chevron
Exon-Mobil
Fluor Foundation
Shell Oil Company

Stanford and Joan Alexander
	 Philanthropic Fund of the Houston
	  Jewish Community Foundation
	  through the Jewish Federation of
	  Greater Houston
Anonymous Donor for Matching Fund
	 Challenge Grants through the Houston
     Jewish Community Foundation
The Jewish Federation of Greater
     Houston on behalf of an Anonymous
    Fund managed by the Houston Jewish
     Community Foundation
The Brown Foundation, Inc.
The Conference on Jewish Material
     Claims Against Germany
The Fondren Foundation

Houston Endowment Inc.
Houston Jewish Community Foundation
Houston Jewish Family Foundation
Jewish Federation of Greater Houston
Nathan J. Klein Family Fund
The Sam Roosth Foundation
The Simmons Foundation
The Shirley and David Toomim Foundation
The Lillie and Dan Sterling Foundation
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg
    Foundation
United Way of Greater Houston
Pauline Sterne Wolff Memorial
    Foundation
M.B. and Edna Zale Foundation
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JFS is grateful to
Alan Stolz for donating a complete set of Noritake Andrea 
china in memory of Dr. Bernard Stolz and Monica Stolz to 
Congregation Knesseth Israel (Baytown) whose Shabbat 

china was lost during Hurricane Ike.



$18-$135
LBarbara and Stuart Aaron
Rita and Jeffrey Aron
Lisa Auerbach
Delwin Beene
Marolyn and Ron Block
Helen Brounes
Alan Chodrow
Adele and Dr. Steven Croft
Debbie Diamond
Sherry and Leonard Dubin
Kathy and Dr. Mike Epstein
Lisa and Larry Estes
   In Honor of Rici Miller
Leora Feldman
Tootie and Steven Fradkin
Nancy and Richard Freed
Marlene and Dr. Monte Friedman
Loretta Friedman
Andrew Gamson
   In Memory of Alvin Gamson
Edward Gardner

New Year’s Resolution to Help JFS
	 If you are age 70½ or older, you may make a gift of up to $100,000 per year to Jewish Family Service from 
your traditional IRA with no federal income tax impact, and your gift will be counted toward meeting your 
annual RMD (Required Minimum Distribution). 
 	 You may elect to make a qualified rollover Contribution for the 2011 tax year by December 31, 2011.  
	 To obtain this benefit, you must instruct your IRA administrator to transfer funds directly to Jewish Family 
Service.  If you withdraw the funds from your IRA and then contribute them, your withdrawal will be taxable 
to you.  It should be noted that those who choose to take advantage of this provision will avoid federal income 
taxes on the funds removed from their IRA accounts, but may not take a charitable contribution for the same 
contribution.
	 The IRA charitable rollover provision was included as part of the newly enacted Tax Relief, Unemployment 
Insurance Reauthorization, and Job Creation Act of 2010, in which Congress extended a provision that permits 
you to use your IRA to help you achieve your philanthropic goals. 
	 For more information, contact your financial advisor, CPA or Rachel Davis, 713-667-9336 x 213 or
rdavis@jfshouston.org.   

Sharon and Sonny Gerber
Alice and Steven Ginsburg
Julie and Robert Goodfriend
Ellen and Marc Greenfield
Jan Greenspan
Adrienne and Harold Harris
Phyllis Harris
Carol and John Hess
Sandy and Robert Hill
Denise Horowitz
Pam and Dr. Alan Jarrett
   In Memory of Warren Jacobs
Dr. Betty Duson and Dr. Al Kahn
Ginger Kaplan
Luann and Dr. Morton Katz
Rita and Dr. Martin Keeler
Donald Kilpatrick
Debbie and Stephen Lapin
Selma and Jay Leiber
Nancy and Dr. James Lomax
Helen Mintz and Aaron Marks
Jeffrey Meyer
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JFS
            At a Glance

Management & Administration	
Linda Burger, MSSW, Chief Executive Officer
Rachel Davis, MAJS, Chief Development Officer
Toby Newman, LCSW, Chief Program Officer
Alan Reingold, CPA, Chief Financial Officer

Tammi Altshuler, Executive Assistant
Caroline Ehrenshaft, Accounting Supervisor
Mal Finger, LBSW, MIS Coordinator
Barbie Horowitz, Event Coordinator
Maureen Proler, Accounting Staff Support
Gloria Ribnick, BJ, Director, PR/Marketing
Mila Shurin, Receptionist
Robin Sofer, Administrative Assistant
	
Chaplaincy Services	
Hope Lipnick MA, LPC, CHTP, Chaplain
		
Counseling Services	
Ethan Klein, LCSW, Coordinator
Milton Altshuler, MD, Psychiatrist
Elyse Spector Kalmans, MBA, Employment
    Services Coordinator
Haley King, LMSW, Psychotherapist
Judy Magids, LCSW, Therapist
Mira Rueveni, MEd, LPC, Therapist
Melissa Tabin, PhD, Financial Aid Case Manager
Nick Tofilon, LMSW, Therapist
Alisha L. Wagner, PhD, Clinical Psychologist
Nicole Zangara, LCSW, Therapist
	
Disability Services	
Marni Litvack MA, MJCS, Director
Laura Alter, MS, Vocational Counselor,
     MainStreet Opportunities
Babe Green, Staff Support
Haley King, LMSW, Program Assistant
Lia Morrow, Certified Nursing Assistant
Esther Polland, MEd, Program Assistant &
     Support Group Facilitator
Mira Rueveni, MEd, LPC, Project Shalom
     Director
Nick Tofilon, LMSW, Celebration Company
     Director
	
Senior Adult Services	
Leah Mueller, LBSW, Coordinator &
     Case Manager
Stella Blumenthal, LBSW, Case Manager,
     Goldberg Towers
Mal Finger, LBSW, Case Manager
Jacqueline Kudlaty, MSW, Case Manager
Ellen Rosenberg, MEd, Case Manager, Pinemont
Ruth C. Sherman, LBSW, Case Manager
		
Volunteer Services	
	 Babe Green, Special Projects Manager

The FRIENDS Campaign is JFS’s annual appeal to everyone in the 
community to help neighbors who have pressing needs. 

Please use the enclosed envelope or donate online at www.jfshouston.org
THANK YOU!

Ethel Morris
Susan and David Morris
Sheila Moser
   In Honor of Harold Kleinman
Toby and Dr. Richard Newman
Anne and Michael Novominsky
Stephanie and David Odle
Jay Plotkin
Cookie and Dr. Ben Portnoy
   In Honor of Harrrison Biro
Marian Prager
   In Honor of Babe Green
Lillian Putterman
Silvia and Todd Riff
Marsha and Stanley Rosenblatt
Josette and Neil Rosenstein
Karen and Bill Rubinsky
Esther Schulman
Miriam Selig
   In Honor of Clara Gold
Carol and Jerry Silverman
Judge Ruby Lee and Melvin Sondock

Valorie and Rick Steinhart
Scott Turk
Sarah and Adam Williams
Wendy and Herbert Young
Cindy and Robert Ziervogel
Susie and The Honorable
    Alvin Zimmerman

* denotes a gift from a
   philanthropic fund of
   the Houston Jewish
   Community Foundation

z”l denotes blessed memory

Every effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy. Please notif;y the 
JFS Development Department for 
corrections: 713-667-9336, x 213

23 JFS Staff and Board members 
participated in the Jewish Federation of 
Greater Houston’s annual Super Sunday 
event, co-chaired by JFS Board Member 
Michael Richker and his wife, Vicky.   
Pictured participants are: front row ( l to 
r) Marni Litvack and Carol Goldberg. 
Second row: Mark Brookner, Ruth 
Sherman and Rici Miller. Back Row: 
Vicki Samuels (Advertising Manager, 
Jewish Herald-Voice ), Albert Krafcheck, 
David Spolane, and Lee Wunsch (Jewish 
Federation of Greater Houston CEO), 
wearing special Hanukkah glasses.

JFS in the
community

donna
Line
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To strengthen Jewish
individual and family life

through counseling, education
and social services.Jewish Family Service Hours:

8:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Mon.
8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tues.–Thurs.
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Fri.

Member of

Our Family of Services
  

Counseling Services
•  Families and couples                                                           
•  Children and adolescents
•  Adults and seniors
•  Play and group therapy
•  Pre-marital counseling
Senior Adult Services
•  Long-term planning and case 
    management services
•  Kosher Meals on Wheels 
    assessment
•  Guidance for adult children
•  Lifeline Personal Response           
    Services
Disability Services 
•  Customized and structured
    employment
•  Information and Referral Services
•  Counseling
•  Support Groups
•  Ma Nishma: Weekly social group
•  Chaitime4us.org
•  Project Shalom
	 •	 Weekly group for adults with
		   chronic mental illness
	 •	 Group activities and
		   individual therapy
	 •	 Trips to theaters, museums and
		   other cultural events
	 •	 Medication management
	 •	 Life skills education
•  Online  Disabilities
    Resource Directory
Jewish Chaplaincy Services
•  Visits to hospital patients
    throughout Houston
•  Congregational care team 
    cooperation
•  Guidance for families of
	 patients from out-of-town
•  Service to hospice patients
Outreach Services
•  Emergency financial aid
•  Employment Services
•  Information and referral services
•  Mental health consultation to      
    schools and camps
•  Programs for mental health 
    professionals
•  Shalom Bayit, domestic violence
    awareness program
Volunteer Services
•	  Teen volunteer program
•   Chaplaincy/Hospice Volunteers
•	  Professional pro-bono services
•   Friendly Visitors

2011 OFFICERS
Eric Mayer, President
Lynne Aronoff, Vice President
Mark Brookner, Vice President 
Greg Lewis, Vice President
Cheryl Levy, Secretary
Debra Cohen, Assistant Secretary
Steve Robinson , Treasurer
Donald Freedman. Immediate
   Past President

DIRECTORS
Judy Arfa
Brian I. Block
Sandra J. Block
Toby Brown
Kelli Cohen Fein, M.D.
Marla Matz Feldman, D.D.S.
Rabbi Robert Haas
Patti Kagan
Richard Kammerman

Joy Kaplan
Albert Krafcheck
Eve Lapin
Richard Leibman
Benjy Levit
Gerald Merfish
Rici Miller
Steffie Odle
Ellen Penner
Michael Richker

Harvey A. Rosenstock, M.D.
Ben Samuels
David Spolane
Tracy Stein
Jay Steinfeld
Linda Walter

PAST PRESIDENTS
Madeleine Appel
Lorraine Brown

Frances Friedman
Carol Goldberg
Barry Goodfriend, M.D.
Marc Grossberg
Jacob Leon
Jay Plotkin
Larry S. Reader
Robert Reader
George Stark
Shirley Warshaw

Leon Weiner
Harry Zuber

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER
Linda L. Burger, MSSW 
       

	 Across the country, concerns about 
“bullying” and “cyber-bullying” have 
been making headlines. Many national 
and local resources are devoted to 
identifying, responding to, supporting 
and educating people about the issue. 
Locally, JFS convened a broad section 
of representatives from across the 
Jewish community to share resources, 
identify opportunities to respond as a 
group and to promote programs and 

services being offered by each group.
     	 Organizations represented were: Anti-Defamation League: Martin Cominsky, 
Sarah Cominsky, Susan Shaw; B’nai Brith Youth Organization: Anita Blustein; 
Bureau of Jewish Education: Elaine Kellerman; Congregation Brith Shalom: Cantor 
Mark Levine; Emery/Weiner School: David Portnoy; Holocaust Museum Houston: 
Cynthia Capers, Mary Lee Webeck; Houston Rabbinic  Association & Congregation 
Beth Israel: Rabbi Mark Miller; Jewish Community Center: Joel Dinkin, Jewish 
Family Service: Linda Burger, Ethan Klein, Toby Newman; and National ARD/IEP 
Advocates: Louis Geigerman.   

JFS Convenes
Community

Organizations
to Discuss

Bullying
Response

Initiatives	
The JFS Kosher Crushers Cooking Team 
participated in the First Annual Kosher Chili 
Cook-off, proceeds of which benefitted several 
organizations, including the JFS Alexander Institute.   
Ready to cook are: (l to r) Donald Freedman, Ben 
Samuels, Benjy Levit, Team Chef; Avi Katz, Alan 
Reingold, Steven Sheldon, Patti Kagan and Jeff 
Golub. Not pictured are Bryan Miller and Harry 
Susman. The team won the Best Decorated Booth 
trophy.....Their chili was good, too.

JFS in the
community


